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ôI have fought the good fight; I have finished the race;  

I have kept the faith.õ  2 Timothy 4: 7 
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The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death 

of Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday 8th September, 

and we pray for King Charles III ð both as he mourns 

the death of his mother and settles into the hugely 

demanding role of being our King. Over this past month, we have heard ð 

time and time again ð of Her Late Majestyõs faith: the witness she bore to her 

faith, and the actions that sprung from her faith ð her love of her country, her 

devotion to duty, and her desire for reconciliation.   
 

The reign of the Queen was not a performance, but rather the character of 

one who lived up to the oaths she took. While so much of her life was domi-

nated by protocol and civil duties, we recognise that she set something quite 

different before us. For seventy years, through turbulence and change, she 

has sustained the qualities we admire, and remained the person we respect. 

She promised at her Coronation to devote her life to principle, not power; to 

law, to justice, to mercy, and to faith. She kept her promise; she ran the race. 

It was sustained and it was demanding. It could be truly said in those words 

of St Paul to Timothy: ôI have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I 

have kept the faith.õ 
 

Can the same be said of us concerning our faith? At baptism, we became a 

member of Christ and a child of God, with a promise to continue on the 

Christian journey and a prayer that we may bear witness to Christ by a life of 

service to others. Queen Elizabeth certainly kept the faith and bore witness to 

Christ by a life of service to others. We should follow her example. She always  
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endeavoured to look at the world with the eyes of Christ.  
 

During this Harvest Season as we look around us, it is my prayer that we will  

see through new eyes each day the ways God has blessed us and never take 

God or those blessings for granted. This year, as we celebrate the Harvest 

Thanksgiving, may we each see God for who he really is and see ourselves for 

who we really are. People who have been blessed beyond measure need to 

give thanks to the Giver of all good gifts, and give a little more to those in 

need. We often donõt realise how blessed we are - and hence how thankful we 

ought to be - until what we have is threatened to be taken away.  
 

With the rising prices of almost everything, including food and heating bills, we 

as a church need to reach out to those in need. We have already started that 

process by recycling School Uniforms, opening our Cathedral Halls on Tuesdays 

to allow parishioners to save on heating bills, and holding Supper at Six to pro-

vide a substantial meal. Another way to help would be to provide some food 

for Enniskillen Food Bank (see the article on page 7), as well as to contribute to 

our Harvest Appeal.  
 

During this Harvest Season, may we take time to reflect and to enjoy all that 

God has given us. Harvest Thanksgiving means nothing until you give back to 

God the gratitude due to him; we need to offer thanks by singing to and about 

him, praying to him, giving all that we have to him ð including our talents, abili-

ties, possessions, opportunities, and most importantly our presence in his 

Church. We need to commit ourselves to be his faithful disciples, and never 

take God for granted; for such was the pattern set by Her Late Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II.  
 

Yours very sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Holy Communion (30 minutes): 

We are encouraging parishioners  who 

may be in Enniskillen shopping on Thurs-

day mornings to drop in for this short ser-

vice ð a mid -week pause and praise with 

God!  

Thursdays at 11.00am  



Mothersõ Union 
The Mothersõ Union meeting which was 

planned for 

Monday 

12th September was   

cancelled as a mark of respect follow-

ing the death of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II. The next meeting is on 

Monday 10th October when a talk on 

ôBeekeepingõ is planned.  
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Parochial Registers  

Marriage  

3rd September -  Rosanna Caroline Graham and  

     Thomas Joe Sodzawiczny  

 
 

òUnless the Lord builds the house,  

those who labour build in vainó  Psalm 127: 1 

 
 

Burial of Ashes in the Garden of Remembrance  

26th September - Margaret Helen Thomas,  

     36 Algeo Drive, Enniskillen.  

 
 

Burial  

20th September -  Alison Hadingham,  

     15 Dairies Road, Enniskillen.  
 

 
 

òBlessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.ó  Matthew 5: 4   

Donations in Lieu of Flowers  

The Church can benefit greatly from dona-

tions made in lieu of flowers at the time of a 

death or the anniversary of a death.  Please 

keep this in mind, and we acknowledge 

with grateful thanks all who have contribut-

ed in this way in the past.  
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Each Sunday all three readings from the Revised Common Lectionary are 

printed on a Parish Bulletin. The Psalm and Collect are also listed. Make sure 

you get this sheet each week (if for some reason you are not out ð get some-

one to take one for you). Please keep it and use one of the readings or psalm 

each day throughout the week in your private prayers.  

Copies of Our Daily Bread (Bible Reading Notes) are avail-

ab le free of c harge a t the bac k of the c hurc h. Please take 

one and you will find an order form included so that you 

can order them and have them sent directly by post to 

your own home. These will make the reading of the Bible 

easy, enjoyable, interesting and relevant to every day life.  

ô Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my pathõ 

Psalm 119 verse 105 

Bible Reading Notes  

Parish Donations  
Organ Restoration Fund     
£100 Donation in memory of Hazel Beatty from her partner Sam and  

  sons Alan and Nigel.  
 

£100  Donation from Mr Bryan and Mrs Wendy Graham.  
 

Fabric Fund  
£30  Donation from the friends of Professor Dot Leonard, after a tour of  

  the Cathedral on her birthday.  
 

Webcam Fund  
£50  Donation in memory of Gerry Vennard (died 8th September 2020)  

  from his wife Violet.  
 

Redecoration Fund     

£20   Donation from Ms Anne Speight.  
 

£200 Donation in memory of Stewart H Scott from his wife Joyce.  
 

Choral Scholarship Fund     

£500  Anonymous donation.  
 

£630  Anonymous donation.  
 

Supper at Six  
£500  Anonymous donation.  



The Parish of Enniskillen  

Saint Macartinõs Cathedral 
Page 6  Vol 114

Harvest Thanksgiving Services  

Our annual Harvest Thanksgiving, in 

which we give thanks to God for his 

generous provision, will be held on 

Sunday 9 th October at the usual time 

of 11.00am . The special guest 

preacher at this service will be the Rt 

Revd Patrick Rooke. Bishop Patrick 

recently retired as the Bishop of Tu-

am, Killala, and Achonry in the West 

of Ireland. At 7.00pm on the same 

day, we will have another oppor-

tunity to thank God for his promise 

that òas long as the earth endures, 

seedtime and harvest, cold and 

heat, 

summer and winter, day and night shall not 

cease.ó Much like the annual Festival of Les-

sons and Carols for Christmas, this service will 

give us an opportunity to reflect on inspiring 

hymns and readings but with a Harvest 

theme. Refreshments, as well as apple tarts 

with fresh cream, will be served in the Cathe-

dral Hall following the service. All are warmly 

welcome to attend both services.  

Jesus said ôThe harvest is plentiful, but the labour-

ers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out labourers into his harvest.õ (Luke 10:2) 

In Christian service there is no resting; God has 

work enough for everyone. Donõt just sit back and 

watch others work ñlook for ways to help. Help 

practically, prayerfully and financially.  

 Harvest Time is an opportunity to pause and think 

of all the good things God provides for us in our daily living. Many things 

that are readily at our hands are taken for granted in this day and age, 

without a thought given to the provider, not to mention the number of 

things we accumulate or waste.  

Here is an opportunity to give thanks to God in appreciation of his good-

ness to you. You will find enclosed with this Cathedral News a Harvest   
 

 

Harvest Appeal  
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Harvest Appeal  

Each year a great deal of 

work and effort is invested in 

decorating the cathedral so 

beautifully and colourfully for 

the Harvest Thanksgiving and 

yet these decorations are only 

seen briefly by those attend-

ing the services. The Cathedral 

is open daily for visitors, so 

please come along and view 

the Harvest decorations.  Eve-

ryone is welcome to visit and 

to attend any of the services.  

Cathedral Open  

Appeal envelope. Please contribute what you can and bring it to church, 

as you make that extra effort to come to Godõs House to give thanks. 
 

Enniskillen Food Bank  
We want to make sure that no 

one in our local community 

goes hungry, but we need 

your help to make this hap-

pen. Last year, the local food-

bank distributed 3,290 food 

parcels; this year, we have al-

ready seen a major increase 

in need. The foodbank relies 

on the support of the local 

community for food donations, and this is where you can help: might you 

consider donating to the foodbank as part of your Harvest offering? You 

can bring along food items - cereals, soup, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, 

custard/rice pudding, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, Dolmio type sauc-

es/tinned tomatoes, UHT milk, juices, tinned meat and fish, pasta, rice, 

noodles, biscuits, tea, coffee, and snacks ð to any of our Harvest Thanks-

giving Services, and we will pass your donations on. Your gift of food can 

make a real difference . 

ôFOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVERõ ð  

 2 Corinthians 9: 7  
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Presentation to Scott Elliott  
Vocation Sunday (4th September) carried with it mixed emotions, as it marked 

Scott Elliottõs final Sunday before commencing training for ordination in the 

Church of Ireland Theological Institute, Dublin. On the one hand, we are excited 

to see what God has in store for the next stage in Scottõs life and ministry. On the 

other hand, we are sad to see Scott leave and will miss his presence with us in 

the Cathedral at our regular services. Scott was the special guest preacher at 

the service. During the sermon, he emphasised that the word òvocationó carries 

the sense of òbeing calledó, and stressed that òeveryone has a callingó as òwe 

are all united with the mission of the Churchó in Baptism. He spoke of his own 

sense of calling to priestly ministry. In the prayers, the Curate Assistant prayed 

that Scottõs sense of calling would be renewed as he begins training for ordina-

tion. At the end of the service, the Dean used words from a Robert Frost poem 

to describe life as a journey with many roads which we must travel along, and 

with many alternative paths which we must choose between; he offered Scott 

his well wishes as he took òthe road less travelledó. The Rectorõs Churchwarden, 

Nathan Clyde, presented Scott with a cheque on behalf of the people of the 

Cathedral as a token of our appreciation of his ministry. Please continue to keep 

Scott in your prayers in the weeks and months ahead.  

Scott is pictured with Nathan Clyde, Churchwarden; The Dean; The Cu-

rate, Rev Chris West; and Richard Cochrane, acting Churchwarden.  
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Guest Preacher at the Family Service on 23rd October  

The Rev Nick McKee tells us a little about himself: 

I was born the youngest of five children to John 

and Grace McKee.  I went to Jones Memorial Pri-

mary School and then Portora Royal School 

where Stephen Nixon was one of my contempo-

raries.  At school I was rubbish at rugby but not 

bad at rowing.   My Fermanagh childhood has 

given me a deep love of the outdoors and I reg-

ularly drag my family up mountains and across 

lakes. After school I went to Nottingham to study 

engineering and then spent a decade in the oil 

and chemical industry before entering training 

for ordination.   The call to ordained ministry had 

come much earlier, shortly after Iõd stopped 

wanting to be a lorry driver aged about seven, but I was a bit slow on the 

uptake.   While still working in industry I found my way into the Church of 

England in Brussels and from there I entered training for ordination in Cam-

bridge.   Cambridge was followed by a curacy in south Manchester and an 

incumbency in Bolton, just north west of Manchester.   After a decade of 

parish ministry I moved to my current role as Director of Vocations for the 

Diocese of Blackburn.    

Iõm married to Jo, who is also ordained and is the vicar of a parish in north 

Manchester, and we have one daughter called Hannah who is an A Level 

student.   With two 

clergy for parents, 

Hannah has to be 

one of the most un-

derstanding teen-

agers on Godõs 

good earth.  

Rev Nick McKee is pic-

tured extreme right  with 

the Dean and two other 

former Portora Royal 

School Oldboys, Rev Bri-

an McConkey and Rev 

Michael Hutchinson.  
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The Death of Queen Elizabeth II  

Press Release 8th September 2022  
 

Right Rev Monsignor Peter OõReilly, St 

Michaelõs Church (Roman Catholic), 

Enniskillen  

Very Rev Canon Kenneth Hall, Dean of 

St Macartinõs Cathedral, Enniskillen 
 

With the announcement of the death 

of Queen Elizabeth II, we pause in 

prayer to remember her family in their 

moment of renewed bereavement. 

The death of a parent and grandpar-

ent, even after a long life, is a painful 

loss. During the Platinum Jubilee of her 

life as Queen, her regnal qualities 

were widely remarked and ac-

claimed: service, duty and devotion. 

She did not disguise the roots of these 

qualities in her Christian faith but gave 

sterling witness to a practical belief in 

God, something for which Christian 

leaders like ourselves are especially grateful in time of changing culture. In 

Enniskillen, we experienced something of this at first hand. As was also evi-

dent in her visit to the other part of this island, she well understood the 

cause of division and the consequent ongoing need for reconciliation, 

something which her 'crossing the street' visibly demonstrated. She made 

a point of speaking about continuing to rise to this challenge when she 

met us personally in 2012.  
 

God our Father,  

we give thanks for the life and service of Queen Elizabeth the Second.  

As she so willingly answered your call in life,  

so may your generous mercy and grace enfold her  

beyond death in new and eternal life.  

May those who most closely mourn her loss  

have the comfort of faith in eternal life.  

At this time of change,  

strengthen all our hope in your lasting goodness.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Photographs 

from the Queenõs 

visit to Enniskillen 

in June 2012 dur-

ing her Diamond 

Jubilee year.  

The Death of Queen Elizabeth II  

Cub Scout Wesley Noble, accom-

panied by the Dean and George 

Irvine, laying a floral tribute at the 

war memorial garden in memory 

of Queen Elizabeth II.  
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King Charles III and the Queen Consort visit Northern Ireland  
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King Charles III and the Queen Consort visit Northern Ireland  

The Dean and Monsignor Peter OõReilly 

were invited to be present at Hillsborough 

Castle on Tuesday 13th September when 

the new monarch, King Charles III and 

Queen Consort, Camilla, visited. They were 

privileged to be among a group of approx-

ima tely sixty peop le, inc lud ing  the Sec re-

tary of State for Northern Ireland and Stor-

mont party leaders.  A message of condo-

lence was led by the Speaker of the N Ire-

land Assembly, Alex Maskey. Those in at-

tendance then had an opportunity to 

meet the Royal couple at a reception.  

Sam Morrow, the Hon Secretary of the Se-

lect Vestry, was also honoured to be invit-

ed to attend the service of reflection in St 

Anneõs Cathedral in the afternoon where 

the King and Queen Consort met leaders 

of all the major faiths in N Ireland.  

The Order of Service  
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Service of Prayer and Reflection  

Following the death of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the 

community of Enniskillen came 

together for a Service of Prayer 

and Reflection, on Sunday 18th 

September at 6.00pm, begin-

ning in St Macartinõs Cathedral 

and following in her footsteps 

to end in St Michaelõs Church. 

The service ended with an act 

of commitment, in which those 

gathered committed them-

selves to carrying forward Her 

Late Majestyõs work for peace 

and reconciliation.  


