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òTherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let  

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And 

let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, éó Hebrews 12:1  
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OUR VISION 
Saint Macartinõs ð At the heart of the Community  

Strengthening Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love  



The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

The Autumn is well and truly here; the leaves are 

falling, the nights are drawing in, and the warmth 

of summer has gone. This time of the year  marks 

a change in the churchõs year as we move away 

from Easter and Pentecost and begin to prepare 

for Advent. In the Church Calendar we have some significant moments com-

ing up and the ôKingdom Seasonõ is almost upon us. The liturgists and those who 

plan our lectionary have created a number of markers along the way that help 

remind us of the role that ôKingdomõ has in our faith. In the month of November, 

we have All Saints Day (November 1 st) and then Christ the King Sunday 

(November 21 st). In between we have Remembrance Sunday. These days all 

have something in common, they are about memory and remembering and 

they remind us that we belong to something bigger than ourselves. These 

memories are all the more poignant for those who have lost loved ones.  
 

These church seasons and festivals allow us to remember. All Saints reminds us 

that we are part of a worldwide church which stretches back through history 

(next year 400 years for the Parish of Enniskillen) and we give thanks for the ordi-

nary Christian men and women who have gone before us and who wor-

shipped and prayed often in the same churches as we do today. There is a 

strong and unbreakable spiritual bond between those in heaven who have 

gone before us, and those of us living in this present time. The Book of Common 

Prayer refers to those in heaven as the Church Triumphant and those of us who 

are here and now as the Church Militant. Strange terms in the 21 st Century but 

they capture well the sense that the Kingdom of God is both here and yet to 

come. Those who have gone before us are the great cloud of witnesses that 

cheer us on that the writer to the Hebrews reminds us of, for we collectively are 

the Saints.  
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òTherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 

run with perseverance the race marked out for us, éó Hebrews 12:1  
 

This month allows us a moment of reflection as we remember with thanksgiving 

those who have died who we love but see no more. On Remembrance Day we 

remember those who gave their lives that we might live in peace. This month al-

so offers us a powerful insight to Godõs heart of compassion for those who grieve 

and mourn the loss of loved ones and allows us as a church to accompany one 

another on that journey. It reminds us too that we have a Saviour who has over-

come death and fulfilled for us the promise of eternal life in heaven.  

It is in the festival of Christ the King that we are reminded that our faith has a Sav-

iour who will return and restore Godõs Kingdom. Jesus is the King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords, and it is to him and him alone we owe our reverence and worship. 

It marks the end of the Church year with a strong reminder that Jesus our Saviour 

is prophet, priest, and King. Then on Advent Sunday (this year November 28 th ) 

we begin a new church year ð hopefully with new plans, dreams, and realities in 

the service of Almighty God.  
 

Ultimately this is a period of reflection, of memories and of thanksgiving like the 

season of autumn it can feel full of sadness, but it is also one of joy and celebra-

tion. In our COVID dominated world it is good to be reminded that there is life 

beyond ourselves and that there is an unbroken chain of Christian witness going 

back through the centuries.   Sometimes we need to stop and reflect that there is 

more to life than this present moment, that things will change, and we will see a 

new creation.   Until then we simply need to share with each other the joys and 

tears of our common humanity and remember with thankfulness those who have 

gone before us in faith who have ensured that we can take forward the mes-

sage of hope for our world.  
 

May God bless you all.  
 

Yours very sincerely,   
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Thursdays at 11.00am  

Service of Holy Communion (30 minutes),  We are 

encouraging parishioners  who may be in Enniskil-

len shopping on Thursday mornings to drop in for 

this short service ð a mid -week pause and praise 

with God!  



Donations in Lieu of Flowers  

The Church can benefit greatly from do-

nations made in lieu of flowers at the time 

of a death or the anniversary of a death.  

Please keep this in mind, and we 

acknowledge with grateful thanks all who 

have contributed in this way in the past.  
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Parochial Registers  

Holy Baptism  
3rd October -  Arlo Henry Armstrong  
 

17th October ð  Kimi McCartney  
 

24th October ð  Joseph Cecil Alexander Moran  
 

24th October -  Arthur James Morrison  

 
 

òGo make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the  

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ó  Matthew 28:19  

 

 

Marriage  
2nd October -  Emily Lee Plunkett and  

    Henry Valentine de Courcy  

 
 

Unless the Lord builds the house,  

those who labour build in vainó  Psalm 127:1 
 

 

Burial 
5th October -  Baby Jacqueline Catalan,  

    3 Willowvale, Enniskillen.  
 

16th October -  William John Wesley Wallace,  

    26 Brackvede Park, Enniskillen.  
 
 

òBlessed are those who mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.ó  Matthew 5:4  
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Parish Donations  

Amount received in Yellow Envelopes - to date £63,437.50  

Organ Fund  
£100  Donation from Mr Charles & Mrs Fiona Plunkett.  
 

Cathedral Roof Repair Fund     

Personal Donations:   
£200  Donation in memory of my parents Ann and William Gault.  

  From Alan Gault.  

£200 Donation from Mr Trevor and Mrs Caroline Shaw.  

£1,000 Donation from Lord and Lady Belmore.  

£500  Donation from Mr Charles & Mrs Fiona Plunkett.  

£500  Donation from Mr David Young.  

£50   Donation from Mr Colin & Mrs Helena Bruce.  

£100 Donation in memory of Bertie Elliott. From his wife Joan.  

£100 Donation in loving memory of my husband Wilfred, my daughter Jill  

  and son Gordon from Prue Mahood.  

£50  Donation from Mr Eric, Mrs Frances and Miss Heather Leonard.  

£50   Donation in loving memory of my parents Ann and William Gault.  

  From Brian Gault.  

£450  Anonymous donation.  

£270  Anonymous donation.  

£60  Anonymous donation.  

£500  Donation from Mrs Kathleen Sloan.  

£100 Donation in memory of Richard Benson. From his wife Ivy and family.  

£200 Donation in memory of Stewart H Scott. From his wife Joyce.  

£200  Donation from Mr David Rooney (Germany).  

£25  Donation from St Macartinõs Cathedral Mothersõ Union. 

£100  Donation from Mr & Mrs John Trimble.  
 

The Friends of the Inniskillings Museum:    

£100 Donation from Mr Edward Reid (Royal Hospital Chelsea).  
 

From Local Organisations:  

£100 Donation from McKinley Memorial LOL 1539.  

£50  Donation from LOL 687.  
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Major General Tim Hyams OBE, 

Colonel of the Regiment, presents 

a cheque for £2,000 for the Cathe-

dral Roof Fund on behalf of the 

Royal Dragoon Guards Museum in 

York to Mr Sam Morrow, who was 

deputising for Dean Hall, who had 

a funeral commitment at the time.  

Sam Morrow presents a copy of the 

Cathedral history to General Hyams. 

The book contains a detailed history of 

the British Army Regiments' association 

with Enniskillen and the Cathedral.  

Parish Donations  

RTE Remembrance Day Service  
The Sunday Service on RTE One at 11.00am on 14th November will feature 

Enniskillen clergy, Dean Hall and Monsignor OõReilly. Jane McKinley will be 

the soloist and Orly Watson the organist. The Parish 

Reader, Scott Elliott will read a lesson and the prayers 

will be conducted by Churchwardens, Linda Kingston 

and Audrey Williamson. The Chairman of the Royal  

British Legion, John Jones and Standard Bearer Joyce 

Kempton will also take part. We also appreciate 

George Irvine giving his time to drive the Minibus.  
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Remembrance Sunday 2021  
Enniskillen Remembrance Service St Macartinõs Cathedral Enniskillen on Sun-

day 14th November 2021 at 11.30am.  

It has been discussed and decided   

with Enniskillen Royal British Legion, 

HML Viscount Brookeborough and 

Cathedral representatives, the 

Dean and David Young, that this 

yearõs Remembrance Service will 

take place in the same format as 

last year. As everything is controlled 

by the Government restrictions and 

regulations within the Covid -19 pandemic, seating allocations within the Ca-

thedral are limited encompassing social distancing. Movement during the ser-

vice and the use of equipment e.g. microphones etc will be limited. With this in 

mind seating is restricted to 30 invited guests which includes the VIPs, dignitar-

ies and special guests, Bugler and Piper.  
 

Including the British Legion, Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, PSNI, FODC, 

UDR Assoc, St Johnõs Ambulance, Red Cross, Fire Service, RUCGC Assoc. We 

are restricted to one seat per Service, Organisation or Association. It has been 

decided that the most senior officer or representative available from each of 

the above will be offered a seat by invitation only. We are deeply sorry that 

under these circumstances the availability of seating is curtailed and hope 

that everyone will understand if they are not included this year. The service will 

be steamed live on the Enniskillen Cathedral website enniskillencathedral.com     

Those parishioners who have been faithful in attending are welcome to attend 

and we will try and get you seated. Once maximum capacity has been 

reached we cannot allow anyone else to enter.  
 

The clergy from the four main churches will hold a service at the Cenotaph 

and it is hoped that this will also be streamed. The British Legion are organising 

the Silence and wreath laying at the cenotaph at 11.00 am and everyone en-

titled to lay a wreath will be invited by the Chairman to attend.  

Once again, we apologise but we must continue to òRemember lest we never 

forgetó, even during these terrible times.  
 

Many may be disappointed at not being able to attend the Remembrance 

Service in St Macartinõs Cathedral but we have come to the decision it is bet-

ter to hold a small service with restricted numbers and streamline it rather than 

hold no service at all. Even if restrictions are relaxed we will still operate with 

the original plan, as it would be very unwise to pack the Cathedral with peo-

ple at this time.  



Our Harvest Ser-

vice took place 

on Sunday 10th 

October. The 

preacher was The Very Rev Shane Forster, The Dean of Armagh.  

During the service two flower pots and stands were gifted by George and 

Myrtle Irvine in memory of their son Alistair and dedicated. Thirteen collec-

tion baskets were also gifted by Noel and Jenifer Johnston and dedicated.  

We are very grateful to Sabrina and Andy McCabe and Myrtle and George 

Irvine for the floral decorations in the Church. We really appreciate their  
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Harvest Thanksgiving Celebrations  



time and tal-

ent. This year 

again being 

very different 

we decided 

not to use 

fruit and veg-

etab les to 

avoid any 

spread of in-

fection due 

to multiple 

handling.  
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The guest preacher at the Harvest Service, the Dean of Armagh, The Very 

Rev Shane Forster is pictured with the Dean and Parish Reader Scott Elliott . 

Harvest Thanksgiving Celebrations  

Flowers in the porch from 

the Plunkett wedding.  
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Dedications  

George and Myrtle Irvine 

with the flower pots and 

stands, presented by 

them in memory of their 

son, Alistair.  

The Dean and churchwardens with Noel 

and Jenifer Johnston and the thirteen 

new offering baskets.  
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Cathedral Restoration Project  

Work is progressing steadily with the res-

toration work. Mr Chris McCollum, con-

servation specialist, who is supervising 

the work, is well pleased with progress. 

The quality of materials being used and 

the workmanship are of a high stand-

ard. A site meeting takes place regu-

larly following a detailed inspection by 

Mr McCollum.  

Pictured left is a post inspection meet-

ing taking place.  

From left: Mr David Hall, site manager; 

Mr George Irvine, glebewarden: Mr 

Marius Blake, quantity surveyor; Mr 

John Muldoon, quantity surveyor; Mr 

Chris McCollum, conservation special-

ist; and Mr Harold Graham, contractor.  

The structural work on the pin-

nacles on the tower has been 

completed. Observers will have 

noticed that the pinnacles have 

been covered with hessian ma-

terial. This was done to prevent 

the rooks from picking at the 

fresh joints in the structures. This 

material will be removed when 

the jointing material has proper-

ly hardened. Removal of the 

complex structure of scaffolding 

from the tower presented chal-

lenges. A large crane was 

needed for the purpose.  

 

The picture shows the  scaffold-

ing being removed from the 

tower.  
Continued overleaf  



The Parish of Enniskillen  

Saint Macartinõs Cathedral 
Page 12  Vol 105

Cathedral Restoration Project  
Repair work on the stonework is a significant 

part of the restoration work. Cracked and 

damaged sections of stonework are removed 

and replaced using natural stone of a similar 

colour and structure to the existing. Shaping 

the new stone material to fit neatly into exist-

ing structures requires special skills.  
 

Pictured right is a section of a high level win-

dow surround which has been replaced in an 

impressive manner.  
 

Sealing the roof structure and pinnacle inter-

faces against the ingress of water requires ex-

pertise in the use of lead flashings.  
 

Below, new lead has been carefully crafted at 

the base of a roof pinnacle.  

The completed high level roof 

with its new Welsh slates is im-

pressive. 

The photograph on the right 

shows a close -up of the high 

level roof.    
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Cathedral Restoration Project  
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Financing the project  
As the contract progress-

es, the contractor requires 

stage payments for the 

work undertaken. The 

stonework and the lead 

valleys and other lead fit-

tings in the roof structure 

are now well advanced 

and the contractor will 

have to pay those special-

ists for their work. In turn, 

the contractorõs invoices 

to the parish will reflect this 

and these will need to be 

paid by the parish.  

The parishõs income for this 

major project depends 

mainly on the generosity 

of parishioners. Those 

church members who 

have not already returned 

their yellow envelope con-

tributions, or the funds 

raised through the sale of 

slate tickets, are request-

ed to do so as soon as 

possible in order to boost 

parish finances.  

The photograph shows  Mrs Hope Kerr, honorary treasurer, presenting Mr 

Harold Graham, with a stage payment cheque.  


