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The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

An extract from the Deanõs address to his 12th Easter 

General Vestry (in Enniskillen) as the 28 th Rector and 

6th Dean of St Macartinõs Cathedral.  
 

Covid -19 has rocked the world, this country, and our 

parish. The very idea that schools and businesses could be closed by the 

government and churches not allowed to welcome worshippers would have 

been unthinkable three years ago. Yet we know all too well what has hap-

pened and the repercussions across society.  

In this parish, we are blessed to have been able to install a webcam, and live 

broadcasts allowed worship from our church to be broadcast to every cor-

ner of the world at a time when very many people were anxious, afraid, or 

unable to be physically present at services. However, I anticipate that this will 

pose challenges from here on in trying to encourage anxious parishioners, or 

parishioners who have just got out of the habit, to return to in -house worship. 

The same is true of all other church events and organisations. Every organisa-

tion will have to work exceptionally hard to try and rebuild or re -energise 

themselves! Despite all our problems with Covid 19, and all the interlinked 

complications associated with it, we have had an unbelievable year!  
The Cathedral restoration project  

Without this beginning there would certainly have been a very different end-

ing ð and that beginning was Mr Sam Morrow who very willingly accepted 

my request to act as Manager of the Restoration Project. The time, patience, 

understanding and expertise that Sam has given to this project has been well 

beyond the capabilities of any person ð all carried out in his characteristically                                               
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calm and gracious manner. How grateful I, the Select Vestry and indeed all 

our parishioners are of his magnificent achievement!  

A sincere thank you to Mrs Hope Kerr for her financial management skills in 

trying to balance the books in light of an overly optimistic Rector, who tends 

to push the boat out into deep waters! Her patience, understanding and will-

ingness were greatly appreciated. To complete the Project Management 

Team, our two Glebe Wardens, Mr George Irvine, and Mr Noel Johnson, who 

were very helpful and understanding with all the extra demands, and with 

their hands on approach were at my beck and call on numerous occasions.  

St Macartinõs Cathedral, which dates from the early 1600s, has undergone 

major restoration work, costing in excess of £550,000, and will reopen for wor-

ship on Palm Sunday. The work involved re -roofing, repair of stonework, inter-

nal redecoration, a rebuild of the organ, and enhancement of the cathedral 

precincts.  
Curate  

We were extremely fortunate and indeed blessed to be able to attract and 

secure the appointment of the Rev Christopher West. He comes here bringing 

with him a wealth of experience from previous placements in the Parishes of 

Killyman and Taney, and previously in the Episcopal Church of Scotland. His 

knowledge and intellect know no bounds and his personality has already 

won over the parishioners he has come into contact with. His organisational 

skills are exceptional, and no doubt will be of assistance as we plan the way 

ahead into recovery post the Covid damage! We no doubt will be blessed by 

his faith, his work, and his witness in this our Quadricentennial  Year .  
Transformations:  

In the Parish of Enniskillen, all our church buildings have undergone major 

transformations within this past ten years - the Deanery, the Cathedral Hall, 

the Curatage, the Cathedral and also the Graveyard. It is now time that our 

parishioners should undergo major transformations and become regular wor-

shippers in our beautiful, magnificent House of the Lord ð a beautifully trans-

formed and welcoming place for all regardless of any differences.  

For many, worshipping God is pure joy. It is a normal part of their lives. Godõs 

presence is as familiar and natural as breathing. They come to church en-

thused about worshipping God and being with His people. David speaks of 

this in Psalm 84. This Psalm was apparently written when David was forced to 

leave Jerusalem during Absalomõs rebellion, and David was distressed about 

leaving Godõs house. David had a strong desire for Godõs House - òHow love-

ly is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!ó (Verse 1). 

Today, more than anything else we need Godõs presence. Worship provides 

strength for the day - òBlessed are those whose strength is in youó (verse 4). 

We gain strength from Godõs presence and fellowship with His people. The  
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more you desire to come to the house of worship, the stronger you will be-

come. Conversely, the more you stay away, the weaker you become. There is 

nothing mystical or magical about that. It is a fact of life. Worship is not just a 

spiritual "warmer" on Sunday morning. It is Godõs people actively responding to 

him. Worship is not a spectator sport. Worship is not something done to us or for 

us, but by us. Time spent daily in worship with the Lord strengthens your inner 

spiritual being. Be faithful to the Lord and His church and watch yourself be-

come strengthened spiritually.  

Thanks  

The best way to manage a parish especially one like this Cathedral Parish, is to 

have an abundance of good leaders. Having a great team of helpers is the 

key to success. On my calculations there are over 200 parishioners involved in 

many different roles/duties and it would be impossible to name all without 

omitting some so thank you to one and all for your support, and if others do 

not know what you do God does and that is all that matters. Quietly working 

and witnessing for him.  

Finally, can I say a word of personal thanks for the friendship and support 

which I continue receive from all of you. It is my joy and privilege to serve you 

here in St Macartinõs and together to serve and glorify Almighty God.  

I continue to count it a joy, an honour, and a privilege to serve Him by serving 

you and keeping Saint Macartinõs at the heart of the Community ð Strengthen-

ing Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love.  
 

Yours very sincerely,  

Service of Holy 

Communion (30 

minutes),  We are 

encouraging pa-

rishioners  who 

may be in Ennis-

killen shopping 

on Thursday 

mornings to drop in for this short ser-

vice ð a mid -week pause and praise 

with God!  

Thursdays at 11.00am  

Since parish visiting will not be possi-

ble for some time yet, 

I would appeal to pa-

rishioners to let us 

know if they are un-

well or know some-

one who is unwell. We 

can arrange some 

form of contact to be 

made depending on 

what restrictions are in place at that 

Parish Visiting  

The front page cover is a photograph taken by George Irvine during the 

clean up of the graveyard.  

We hope the mother bird has a successful hatch!  
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Cathedral Official Reopening  

The Official Reopening of  

St Macartinõs Cathedral after  

complete reroofing, repainting 

and extensive improvements will 

take place on  

Sunday 15th May 2022  

at 7.00pm  

An invitation is included with this 

Carthedral News.  

Please attend and invite  

family and friends.  

Scott Elliott selected for Ordination Training  
The clergy and people of St 

Macartin's Cathedral wish to 

express our warmest con-

gratulations to our Parish 

Reader, Mr Scott Elliott, on 

the good news of his selec-

tion by the Bishops' Advisory 

Panel for training for ordina-

tion. In due course, Scott will 

begin studying the Master in 

Theology degree, in con-

junction with the Church of 

Ireland Theological Institute 

and Trinity College Dublin, 

which forms the basis of the 

training pathway. Scott has been a lifelong member of our cathedral fami-

ly, being baptised and confirmed here, and has proved to be a very popu-

lar member of the Ministry Team in recent years, having served as our Par-

ish Reader since 2021. Parishioners and members of the wider community 

have appreciated his ministry in leading services, preaching, and visiting, 

and have enjoyed watching him grow and develop in his faith and voca-

tion. We offer every blessing to Scott as he undertakes his theological stud-

ies, and all good wishes as he prepares to embark on this exciting new 

stage of the journey in his faith and ministry. Many congratulations, once 

again!  
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Parochial Registers  
 

Holy Baptism  
10th April - Alexandra Poppy Joy Deller  
 

òGo make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ó  Matthew 

28: 19 

 

Burial  
3rd April -  Peter Richard Thomas Mayes  

   Monalla Road, Ballinamallard.  

 

25th April -  William Percival (Percy) Bruce,  

   58 Rahall Road, Irvinestown.  
 

òBlessed are those who mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.ó  Matthew 5: 4   

Parish Donations  

Cathedral Roof Repair Fund   

£250  Donation from Erne Flower Arranging Society .  
 

Organ Restoration Fund     
£250  Anonymous donation.  
 

£1,000  Anonymous donation, in memory of a loved one.  
 

£100  Donation in lieu of flowers in memory of Mr Peter Mayes  

  from Dr Willie & Mrs Claire Holmes.  
 

£100  Donation from the McKendry family.  
 

£200 Donation from Mrs Georgina Kemp. In memory of her husband  

  Ronnie.  

Donations in Lieu of Flowers  

The Church can benefit greatly from do-

nations made in lieu of flowers at the 

time of a death or the anniversary of a 

death.  Please keep this in mind, and we 

acknowledge with grateful thanks all 

who have contributed in this way in the 

past.  
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Parish Donations  
Redecoration Fund     

£20  Donation from Gordon Armstrong.  
 

£150 Donation from Mr William and Mrs Margaret Burleigh.   
 

£100 Donation from Sandra Schrindeler, Canada.   
 

£500  Donation from Miss Stephanie Black.  
 

£10,000 Donation from the Kee and Rowland families in memory of their  

  beloved Shirley, to supply and fit the wooden floor in the  

  Regimental Chapel.  
 

£250 Donation from Mr Alastair and  Mrs Doreen Woods.  
 

£2,000 Donation from The Ancient and Most Benevolent Order of the   

  Friendly Brothers of St Patrick (Fermanagh Knot).  
 

£100 Donation from Mr Stephen and Mrs Joy Fletcher.  
 

Choral Scholarships Programme  
£1000   Anonymous donation.  
 
 

Cathedral Grounds  
£100  Anonymous donation to plant two rowan trees to mark the   

  Queenõs Jubilee. (One planted by the Scouting Association). 
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Regimental Chairs (donations of £80 towards each chair)  

To be supplied by Anne Carson, Ronnie Carson, Violet Cassidy, Ruby Elliott, 

Brian Gault, Eleanor Lynn (3), Jean Stinson, Raymond Woods and Violet 

Vennard.  

 
 

Chancel Chairs (donations of £150 towards each chair)  

To be supplied by David Burton, Maureen Farrelly, Mandy Graham, Fred 

Mitten, Stella Robinson, Gwen Saunders, Ronnie Tiernan (3), Gary White, 

Johnny Woods and Ruth Young,  
 

These chairs will be acknowledged in the list of gifts for dedication in the 

June Cathedral News.  

 
 

 

 



The Parish of Enniskillen  

Saint Macartinõs Cathedral 
Page 8  Vol 110

The Palm Sunday Procession  

Tom the donkey is led by his owner Matthew Hall, followed by parishioners 

and members of the wider community who processed to Church with the 

clergy on Sunday 10th April, waving palm branches to mark the beginning 

of Holy Week and to commemorate Jesusõ entry into Jerusalem. 
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The Palm Sunday Procession  


