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"but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they 

will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not be weary, 

they will walk and not faint". Isaiah 40:31  

 Daffodils in Enniskillen  

Photograph by William Holmes  OUR VISION 
Saint Macartinõs ð At the heart of the Community  

Strengthening Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love  
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The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

We are now halfway through the season of Lent. 

It is a time for renewal, and preparation for the 

celebration of Easter. This season invites us to 

deepen our faith and engage more profoundly 

with God and our community.  

During Lenten Season, if possible, attend our midweek services: Wednes-

days at 7:30pm and/or Thursdays at 11:00am. These short services, lasting 

only 30 minutes can provide a refreshing pause in your week. Take a Reflec-

tions Booklet for Lent ôDraw Nearõ available at the Cathedral Office or Ca-

thedral Porch (see page 7). If you are giving up certain luxuries for Lent, 

consider using the money saved for good. Whether through donations to 

our Lenten Appeal (details on page 7) or being more generous with your 

FWO Envelope, let us embody Christõs teachings through our generosity. 

Take a Missionary Box or a Gift Aid Envelope from the Cathedral Porch and 

return them during Holy Week.  

Additionally, Lent offers unique opportunities for worship and reflection. 

Make a conscious effort to attend Sunday services more regularly during 

this season. Engaging in worship strengthens our bonds and enriches our 

spiritual lives. Whether it is a midweek service, or our Sunday service, let us 

come together to support one another.  
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Let this Lent be a transformative time that leads us closer to Christ, prepar-

ing our hearts for the joy of Easter. Embrace the challenge of making this 

season real, focusing on personal growth, community support, and ser-

vice. We should be encouraging one another in our faith, even inviting 

family members who have drifted away from church, and neighbours 

who no longer attend any church to join with us. Together, we can make 

this Lenten season a powerful testimony of Godõs love and grace in our 

lives, and in the lives of others. Let us make St Macartinõs Cathedral a spir-

itual beacon and welcoming home for all who are seeking to deepen 

and develop their spiritual lives and their relationship with God. This verse 

offers hope, encouraging trust in Godõs strength during the Lenten season, 

for us or for others in need, renewing our/their spirit even when weary.   

"but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar on 

wings like eagles, they will run and not be weary, they will walk and not 

faint ". Isaiah 40:31 

 

Yours very sincerely,       

 

 

 
Kenneth R J Hall, Rector and Dean  

Service of Holy Communion (30 minutes): 

We are encouraging parishioners  who 

may be in Enniskillen shopping on Thurs-

day mornings to drop in for this short ser-

vice ð a mid -week pause and praise with 

God!  

Thursdays at 11.00am  
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Donations in Lieu of Flowers  
 

The Church can benefit greatly 

from donations made in lieu of 

flowers at the time of a death or 

the anniversary of a death.  

Please keep this in mind, and we  

acknowledge with grateful thanks 

all who have contributed in this 

way in the past.  

Parochial Registers  

Burial  
27th January - Doreen Ferris, 

    11 Loane Drive, Enniskillen.  

 

28th January -  Eric Raymond Bruce,  

    Galbally Road, Trillick.  

 

28th January - Ann Elizabeth Marshall,  

    Clare House, Enniskillen.  

 

13th February -  Sarah Anne Clarke,  

    Loane Drive, Enniskillen.  

 

17th February -  Thomas Gibson,  

    12 Main Street, Newtownbutler  

 
 

òBlessed are those who mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.ó Matthew 5: 4   
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Fabric Fund     
£50  Donation from Mrs Molly Pierce.  
 

£50  Anonymous donation in memory of my husband.  
 

£50  Anonymous donation in lieu of flowers in memory of   

  Mrs Doreen Ferris. 

 

£120 Donation in memory of our parents Moira and Glen Beresford,  

  husband and brother Derek and sisters Lilias, Pearl and Hazel.  

  From the Beresford family.  

 

£100 Donation from Mrs Audrey Hodgins, in appreciation of support and 

  conducting a Service of Thanksgiving for her husband Eric.  

Parish Donations  



Lenten Series  
During this yearõs Lent in the Cathedral will be thinking about the spirituality of wil-

derness journeying and seeking, as we all learn more about God and about our-

selves during our Lenten pilgrimage together. Our focus will be on the elements, 

Water, Fire, Earth and Air, that we encounter in the wilderness. At the end of our 

journey we will reflect on the sustenance that God provides, after the wilderness 

trek, in Food.  

We began by thinking about Noah and the time of preparation, instability and 

chaos that the whole earth went through for 40 days and nights, prefiguring our 

own Lenten season.  

Then we moved to think about Godõs guidance in the Fire of the pillar that God 

used to lead the people through the desert and the Fire that burns up the un-

necessary in our lives through reflection on the fiery sacrifice offered by Elijah.  

Our thoughts will then turn to Water, as we consider the story of the baptism of 

Jesus and the ways in which the whole trinity was represented at that moment, 

the relationships within the trinity forming a model for our own loving relationships 

with each other in the wilderness.  

We then think about the Earth beneath our feet on the journey, reflecting how 

Jesus made clay from the earth to heal blindness, modelling how we can take 

what is around us in the wilderness to resource our journey and our healing.  

Our last elemental reflection will be about the Air around us, and how in the 

company of Elijah we can listen for the still small voice of God not in the storm, 

but in the still air of contemplation and prayer.  
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Wednesday 04 March 7.30pm ð Compline  

Thursday 05 March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 11 March 7.30pm ð Compline  

Thursday 12 March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 18 March 7.30pm ð Compline  

Thursday 19 March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 25 March 7.30pm ð Compline  

Thursday 26 March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Lent 2026 
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Lent 2026 
Finally, as we come to the end of our wilderness we will be nourished with 

Food, looking forward to the great feast of heaven, shown to us in all four gos-

pels in the story of the loaves and fishes, and the promises of the remem-

brance and loving sacrifice in Holy Communion.  

Through these elements we come to meet ourselves and know ourselves and 

God more fully, as, for forty days, we engage with what we find in the wilder-

ness around us.  
 

Daily Reading for Lent  
Draw Near is a booklet for Lent 2026. It invites you to develop a 

rhythm of life that will help you grow as a disciple of Christ day 

by day, especially as we prepare to celebrate the mystery of 

Godõs saving love at Easter. Each week a different contributor 

explores an activity central to Christian discipleship: worship, 

prayer, Scripture, communion, service to others and sharing the 

good news. For each day of Lent it offers daily Bible readings, 

images, short reflections, prayers and practical responses to 

help you draw near to God this Lent and beyond.  

Books are available in the Cathedral Porch or the Cathedral 

Office for £3.00 each.  
Lenten Project ð Mission Focus  
One of the aims of Mothersõ Union is ôto 

help those whose family life has met with 

adversityõ. The Mothersõ Union Relief Fund 

is founded upon this principle. It enables 

grassroots Mothersõ Union members to be 

a source of hope in their local communi-

ties when emergencies strike, wherever they find themselves in the world. 

When an emergency situation suddenly destabilises family life ð either natural 

disaster or man -made conflict ð local Mothersõ Union groups can receive a 

grant from the Relief Fund which helps them provide support to meet the most 

urgent needs facing communities.  

In many areas the Mothersõ Union acts as the health service, the social service 

and as the education service. It has trained project workers in many spheres! 

This Lenten Season we as the Parish of Enniskillen are going to support this vital 

work.  

Please take a Lenten Box or a Gift Aid Envelope and return it during  

Holy Week.  

ôEach of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not re-

luctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.õ 2nd  Corinthians 9:7)  

http://www.themothersunion.org/our-focus/helping-those-facing-adversity/relief-wor
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RAF 

County Fermanagh Branch, Royal Air Forces Association ð  

A Short History  

The County Fermanagh Branch 

of the Royal Air Forces Associa-

tion was formed on 15 March 

1949, at a time when communi-

ties across the United Kingdom 

were still rebuilding after the 

Second World War. Its first presi-

dent was Sir Basil Brooke Bt CBE, 

MC, DL the then Prime Minister 

of Northern Ireland, whose sup-

port reflected the deep re-

spect felt locally for those who 

had served in the Royal Air 

Force. From its earliest days, the 

Branch became a focal point for comradeship, remembrance, and practi-

cal support for veterans and their families.  

Throughout its long history, the Branch has remained steadfast in upholding 

the core objects of the Royal Air Forces Association: welfare, advocacy, 

and fellowship. Its volunteers have provided quiet, consistent support to RAF 

family, veterans, widows, and dependants, whether through home visits, 

practical assistance, or simply offering a listening ear. Alongside this welfare 

work, the Branch has nurtured a strong social tradition, bringing members 

together in friendship and shared service, tackling social isolation, and im-

proving wellbeing.  

A central part of the Branchõs identity is its commitment to remembrance. 

Each year, members take part in Remembrance services across County Fer-

managh, honouring all those who gave their lives in conflicts past and pre-

sent. The Branch holds a particular responsibility for remembering the many 

airmen of the Commonwealth who served with the Royal Air Force and who 

now rest in Fermanaghõs cemeteries. Their presence is felt most strongly in 

Irvinestown, where over eighty RAF and Commonwealth aircrew are buried, 

young men from across the world who trained, flew, and served far from 

home, and whose sacrifice is still honoured with dignity and gratitude.  

 



The Parish of Enniskillen  

Saint Macartinõs Cathedral 
Page 9                  Vol 147

RAF 

One of the Branchõs most visible contributions to the wider community is 

its annual Wings Appeal. Thanks to the generosity of the people of 

County Fermanagh, and the dedication of Branch members, the 2025 

appeal raised an impressive £4,236.49. Every pound collected helps en-

sure that the RAF family receives the care and support it deserves.  

On Sunday 8 March 

2026, during Morning 

Service in St Macartinõs 

Cathedral, the Branch 

will mark an important 

moment in its story: the 

layingȤup of its old 

standard and the dedi-

cation of a new one. 

The layingȤup of a 

standard is a solemn 

and symbolic act, rec-

ognising years of ser-

vice, remembrance, 

and community pres-

ence. As the old stand-

ard takes its honoured 

place within the 

Cathedral, and 

the new one is 

dedicated for 

the years 

ahead, the 

Branch contin-

ues its proud 

commitment to 

service, fellow-

ship, remem-

brance, and the 

enduring values 

of the Royal Air 

Forces Associa-

tion.  
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The Exhibition opened on Monday 9 th February at 

1.00pm and is open daily from 10.00am to 4.00pm 

until Friday 20 th March.  

Britain at War, is now on tour across Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland, running through to the end 

of 2027. St Macartinõs Cathedral is once again 

honoured to be the only venue in Ireland hosting 

this three dimensional wool tapestry and touring 

exhibition.  

Britain at War a powerful 80 -meter installation ex-

plores the social history of the Second World War 

ñ how ordinary people coped, endured, and 

adapted during years of wartime hardship and 

change.  

The exhibition also features life -sized, hand -crafted 

òArmy of Duty Callsó figures, honouring those who 

served both at home and on the front lines.  

ATS Sgt Lillian Fethersonhaugh  

Side Chapel Display  

The Longest Yarn 2  
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The Longest Yarn 2  

Daphne the Rat Catcher  

Occupation of the Channel Islands by a Fermanagh Group  

Wartime Rations  

The Americans arrive by St Macartinõs Knitwits Group 


