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òI was glad when they said onto me  

ôLet us go into the House of the Lordõ  

Psalm 122:1 
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The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

From the gospels one thing is clear - Jesus led a 

busy life. He preached, taught, and healed the 

sick. Wherever He went, people were astonished 

at His evident authority. The people had never 

seen a rabbi like this before, and the report about 

Him went out into every place in the surrounding region. However every so 

often, the gospels tell us, Jesus would turn his back on the clamour and the 

crowds. He would take Himself off to a deserted place. He would give Himself 

time to spend with his Father in heaven. His closeness with His heavenly Fa-

ther was the secret of His power and effectiveness of His ministry.  
 

It is the same for each one of us. We all lead busy lives and sometimes those 

that are unemployed and retired are busier now than when they were in em-

ployment ð busier with other interests! So no matter what you do, at school, 

at university, retired, employed or unemployed, it is essential that we with-

draw from the hustle and bustle of the world and come into the presence of 

Almighty God.  
 

òI was glad when they said onto me ôLet us go into the House of the Lordõ 

Psalm 122:1 
 

I think it is important that we realise every single one of us needs to make sure 

our experience with God is fresh and renewed. There are none of us that are 

so spiritual that we do not need to experience personal revival from time to 

time. None of us are so spiritual that we do not need to attend church. None 

of us are so spiritual that we do not need to spend time in prayer or to spend  
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Thursdays at 11.00am  

Service of Holy Communion (30 minutes),  We are 

encouraging parishioners  who may be in Enniskil-

len shopping on Thursday mornings to drop in for 

this short service ð a mid -week pause and praise 

with God!  

time reading the Bible. We all need times of refreshing and if we do not care, 

we will find ourselves growing cold and indifferent in our relationship with 

God and to others. You will find details on page 7 of a booklet called ôPilgrim 

Journeys: The Creedsõ. This booklet explores what Christians believe in 40 

short daily reflections for Lent 2021.This booklet will help deepen your under-

standing of Christian teaching and remind you afresh of who you are within 

God's story. Each day provides you with a short reflection on a Bible reading, 

an invitation to pray and a suggestion of how you might respond to the 

Creeds' life -giving and life -saving statements.  
 

Like Jesus every baptised person has a public ministry and should also have 

a vision!  
 

Our vision is to have Saint Macartinõs at the heart of the community strength-

ening commitment, outreach, worship and Christian Love. Reflecting on that 

vision for our Cathedral we need to become a community of disciples. Disci-

pleship is not just about learning it is also about service and being equipped 

for Godõs service in the world. Growing the Church is about making disciples 

in obedience to Jesusõ commission in Saint Matthew Chapter 28. Serving the 

common good is about equipping every Christian disciple to make a differ-

ence in that world, in their workplace, in their family, in their community, so 

that the Church as a whole is a blessing to Godõs world and a channel of His 

grace and love.  
  

May you all experience the joy of worshipping God in a new and refreshed 

way this Lenten Season!  
 

Yours very sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

The Dean  
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Parish Donations  

 

Burial 
12th February -  Baby Jai McClintock,   

    69 Derrychara Drive, Enniksillen.  

 

 

 
 

òBlessed are those who mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.ó  Matthew 5: 4   

Cathedral Roof Repair Fund     
£500 Anonymous donation.  
 

£100 Donation in memory of our Mum and Dad, also our brother Derek and  

  sisters Lilias, Pearl and Hazel from the Beresford family.  
 

Organ Restoration Fund     
£350 Donation from Chamber West Choir.  
 

Repainting Fund     
£360 Donation in loving memory of a dear husband and father, Sammy  

  Foster, from his wife Dorothy and daughter Helen.  
 

£200 Donation in loving memory of Etta Loughlin. From her husband Bert,  

  daughter Elaine and grand daughter Erin.  
 

£50   Donation from the family of the late Agnes Reynolds (Derryloran Parish) 

  for the Deanõs involvement in the funeral. 
 

Garden of Remembrance Fund  
£100 Donation from Mr Cecil & Mrs Eileen Carson.  

 

 

 

    
Since parish visiting will not be possible for some 

time yet, I would appeal to parishioners to let us 

know if they are unwell or know someone who is 

unwell. We can arrange some form of contact to 

be made depending on what restrictions are in 

place at that time.  

Parish Visiting  
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Parish Donations  

Before Christmas two concerts were held in St Macartinõs Cathedral. Part 

proceeds of the money raised was donated to the Organ Restoration Fund.  

James Lunny, Treasurer, and Helen Burton, Chairperson, from Ferman-

agh Choral Society are pictured presenting a cheque for £500 to the 

Dean. (Recorded in February 2022 Cathedral News).  

Dr David Baxter, the 

Musical Director of 

Chamber Choir West, 

presenting a cheque 

for £350 to the Dean. 

Also pictured are Par-

ish Reader, Scott El-

liott, and the Curate, 

Rev Chris West.  
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Ash Wednesday and Lent  

ASH WEDNESDAY 2nd March 
7.30pm ð Penitential Service with Holy Communion  

Each year, Ash Wednesday  marks the be-

ginning of  Lent  and is always forty six days 

before Easter Sunday. Lent is a forty day 

season (not counting Sundays) marked by 

repentance, fasting, reflection, and  

ultimately celebration. The forty day period 

represents Christõs time of temptation in the 

wilderness, where he fasted and where Sa-

tan tempted him. Lent asks believers to set 

aside a time each year for similar fasting, 

marking an intentional season of focus on 

Christõs life, ministry, sacrifice and  

resurrection.   

Ash Wednesday starts Lent by focusing the 

Christianõs heart on repentance and pray-

er, usually through personal and  

communal confession.  

Thursday 3rd March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 9th March 7.30pm ð Compline                                                              

Thursday 10th March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 16th March 7.30pm ð Compline                                                              

Thursday 17th March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 23rd March 7.30pm ð Compline                                                              

Thursday 24th March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 30th March 7.30pm ð Compline                                                              

Thursday 31st March 11.00am ð Holy Communion  

Wednesday 6th April 7.30pm ð Compline                                                              

Thursday 7th April 11.00am ð Holy Communion  
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Lent 

Pilgrim Journeys: The Creeds explores what 

Christians believe in 40 short daily reflections 

for Lent 2021.This booklet will help deepen your 

understanding of Christian teaching and re-

mind you afresh of who you are within God's 

story. 

Each day provides you with a short reflection 

on a Bible reading, an invitation to pray and a 

suggestion of how you might respond to the 

Creeds' life -giving and life -saving statements.  

The Pilgrim Journeys booklets are ideal daily 

companions for anyone seeking to grow in the 

Christian faith. Available for £3.00 per book at 

every service or from the Cathedral Office.  

Daily Reading for Lent  
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Cathedral Repainting  
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Now that the outside work on the roof and stonework has been completed, 

work is underway with the internal redecoration. The cathedral is a very high 

building and reaching all the surfaces that require painting presents a con-

siderable challenge. Extensive scaffolding has been erected inside the build-

ing which now permits access to all the surfaces. The fitting of the scaffolding 

was a lengthy process involving the erection of a lot of structural steel work 

and planking. This has now been completed which enables access to all the 

surfaces. The scaffolding also provides safe working conditions for the paint-

ers and others involved. The painting is now well underway. Before any paint-

ing could take place, careful examination of the surfaces had to be carried 

out and remedial action taken as necessary. In the ceiling there were many 

hair cracks which could not be seen from floor level. These have been care-

fully filled before the sealer coat of paint was applied.  

Cathedral Repainting  

Above and left: photos of scaffolding in place.  
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During the period when the scaf-

folding was being erected the 

structure of the cathedral building 

cooled down. Then when the 

painters started work there was a 

considerable condensation prob-

lem. This has been overcome by 

heating the building and by the 

use of dehumidifiers which has re-

sulted in a big improvement in the 

conditions for painting.  

Other preparatory work necessary 

before painting could com-

mence was the repair of dam-

aged plaster work resulting from 

the ingress of water from the old 

roof and gutters. Careful stripping 

of these surfaces is necessary be-

fore new plaster is applied.  

Cathedral Repainting  

Richard Ross 

pointing out wall 

cracks requiring  

attention.  

Applying the sealer 

coat to the walls . 

Damaged 

plaster work.  

Damaged 

plaster work.  
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Time is then required to allow this to 

dry out prior to painting.  

Overall the redecoration project ap-

pears to be progressing well. The main 

contractor for the project is Harold 

Graham who has responsibility for the 

scaffolding, preparation and repair 

work. Responsibility for the painting 

rests with Mr Richard Ross and his 

team.  
Costs 

The tenders for the redecoration pro-

ject turned out to be double the 

parishõs budget figure. Furthermore, 

the cost of plasterwork repairs which 

were not obvious when the work was 

tendered for will increase costs further. 

Consequently, any contributions to be 

made by parishioners towards this 

work will be very much appreciated.  

Cathedral Repainting  

Painting in  

Progress. 

The Dean  

inspects the  

progress!  

Dehumidifiers  

in use.  
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The Holy Communion is at the heart of Christian worship. The Book of Com-

mon Prayer  describes it as òthe central act of worship of the Churchó (page 

75). The New Testament writings tell us that, for as long as Christian communi-

ties have existed, they have followed 

the example of Jesus in breaking bread 

and drinking wine together to make his 

presence known among them. For ex-

ample, we read that the earliest Chris-

tians òdevoted themselves to the 

apostlesõ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayersó in 

the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:42).  

The Holy Communion has sustained the Church for centuries, and it is cele-

brated by Christians around the world today. The former Archbishop of Can-

terbury, Rowan Williams, identifies celebrating the Holy Communion as one 

of the central hallmarks of Christian identity in his brilliant little book, Being 

Christian . In other words, this celebration defines us ð this bread and wine we 

take because Jesus took them; this story we tell because Jesus lived it; and 

this love we share because Jesus gave it. Celebrating the Holy Communion 

makes the Church what it is: the body of Christ.  

It is often said that òactions 

speak louder than wordsó. 

This certainly rings true to 

what happened on the 

night before Jesus died. Je-

sus hosted a meal with his 

friends. Like any good host, 

he provided the food and 

drink, bread and wine, and 

welcomed others to be 

served at his table.  

òDo this in remembrance of me,ó he said. 

Jesusõ entire mission is spelled out in that celebration. Look closely at the 

word, òre-memberó. Jesus commands us to break bread and re-member. A 

community, a friendship, or a person can be utterly broken; but it can be re -

membered in God ð healed, restored, and made whole. That is Jesusõ prom-

ise at the Last Supper: God will put all our members back together, in the 

same way a doctor might reset a broken bone. That is what our celebration 

ð and living the Resurrection life ð is all about: wholeness.  

Study on the Holy Communion: Part 1 by Rev Chris West  
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Study on the Holy Communion: Part 1 by Rev Chris West  

Our celebration of the Holy Communion can be thought of as a series 

of important òmovementsó towards the wholeness offered to us in 

Christ. Our first òmovementó is to come together as a community: 

gathering. We share our stories, our sins and our ills, in the next one: 

confession. We then hear the key òmovementsó in Godõs story: Scrip-

ture readings and the sermon. We commit ourselves to God and each 

other, eating together: communion. And finally, we are sent out, in the 

power of the Spirit, to share the good news of Jesus. Our celebration of 

the Holy Communion is, in a sense, a series of òmovementsó ð from 

gathering to sending.  

In future editions of the Cathedral News , we will explore each of these 

key òmovementsó in turn, in the hope that this might help us to enter 

more deeply into our central act of worship. Sometimes, you will hear 

people calling the Holy Communion a òmystery of faithó. When we 

hear the word òmysteryó, we might think of mystery novels. Mystery 

novels give us a puzzle to solve: who is the murderer? This is not what 

the Church means by the word òmysteryó. òMysteryó means something 

that we might not be able to fully understand in the here and now; it is 

beyond our human understanding. But it is also an invitation to engage 

at a deeper level, to think more about it. It is a bit like an iceberg: we 

only see the tip now, but there is a lot more of it under the water! We 

will begin to dive a little deeper under the water by exploring 

ògatheringó in the next edition. 


