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OUR VISION 
Saint Macartinôs ï At the heart of the Community 

Strengthening Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love  

Jesus said ôLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.õ  

This is the first and greatest commandment.   

And the second is like it: ôLove your neighbour as yourself.õ 

                                                                        Matthew 22:37 -39 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

In June 2026, we learned that we had been rec-
ommended to His Majesty The King for appoint-
ment as Officers of the Order of the British Em-
pire (OBE) for Services to Reconciliation and 
Peace Building in Enniskillen and County Fer-
managh. 
We are deeply honoured by this recognition and 
grateful for the kindness that has been shown to 
us since the announcement. 
At the same time, the award has prompted us to 
reflect on the journey that lies behind it. Neither 
of us sees this honour as belonging solely to 
ourselves. Rather, we see it as recognising the 
efforts of many people across our community 
who, over many years, have chosen friendship 
over suspicion, encounter over separation and 
hope over fear. 
The reflection that follows is an attempt to ex-
press some of the convictions that have shaped 
our shared ministry and friendship over the 
years, and some of the lessons we have learned 
from working together in Enniskillen and County 
Fermanagh. 
 

Kenneth Hall and Peter O'Reilly June 2026 
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óR  W  A  E : C   Sô 
A Reflection by Monsignor Peter O'Reilly and Dean Kenneth Hall 
1. More Than Working Together 
Looking back over the past almost sixteen years, we are conscious that much of 
what we have done together has been somewhat unusual, not only within North-
ern Ireland but perhaps within Ireland more generally. 
Many church leaders meet. Many participate in civic events. Many cooperate on 
particular projects. What has been distinctive in our case has been the con-
sistency, visibility and longevity of a shared public friendship that has itself be-
come a form of ministry. 
Over the years, we have stood together in moments of celebration and remem-
brance, in times of sadness and hope, at local events and occasions of national 
significance. Through it all, we have sought to offer a simple witness: that friend-
ship across traditions is both possible and worthwhile. 
2. Friendship as a Form of Ministry 
Our work has never been primarily about creating agreement or diminishing dif-
ferences. Rather, it has been grounded in the conviction that friendship, respect 
and encounter are among the most powerful forces for peace. 
We have sought not to erase difference, but to demonstrate that difference need 
not be a barrier to mutual regard, common service or shared citizenship. 
One of the lessons we have learned is that people become less fearful of one 
another when they know one another. Relationships create possibilities that ar-
guments alone rarely achieve. Friendship is not simply the reward of peace; very 
often it is one of its causes. 
3. Unity Without Uniformity 
A phrase we have often used over the years is: "Unity does not have to mean 
uniformity." 
That conviction has allowed each of us to remain firmly rooted within our own tra-
ditions while working together publicly and consistently for the good of the wider 
community. 
Reconciliation does not require people to surrender their identity. Nor does it ask 
us to pretend that differences do not exist. Rather, it invites us to recognise that 
respect, cooperation and friendship can flourish even where differences remain. 
4. What the Street Came to Mean 
Running through many of the significant moments of our shared ministry is the 
simple image of "crossing the street" between St Macartin's Cathedral and St 
Michael's Church. 
What began as a practical movement between two buildings gradually became a 
symbol of something deeper. It represented the willingness to cross boundaries, 
challenge inherited assumptions and encounter one another as neighbours and 
friends. 
 
 
The image became particularly powerful during the visit of Her Late Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II to Enniskillen in 2012. Yet the significance of that moment did 
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The image became particularly powerful during the 
visit of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to En-
niskillen in 2012. Yet the significance of that moment 
did not lie merely in the act itself. It lay in what the 
act revealed. 
5. The Street That Connects Us 
There is a temptation to describe St Macartin's Ca-
thedral and St Michael's Church as standing on op-
posite sides of the street. Technically that may be 
true. Yet we have rarely thought of ourselves in 
those terms. 
For us, the street has never been simply the space 
that separates. It is also the place that connects. 
It is where people meet, greet one another, do busi-
ness, share news, offer support and build friend-
ships. It is the place where community happens. It is 
the place that our Christianity must cultivate. It is the 
place to which Christ's spirit of service must be 
brought. 
In that sense, the street became a fitting image for 
reconciliation itself. The task was not merely to cross 
from one side to another. The task was to recognise 
the shared space that already belonged to us all. 
That shared space ï physical, social and spiritual ï 
is where trust grows, friendships deepen and the common good is pursued. 
6. Recognising What Already Exists 
The people of Fermanaghôs county town, Enniskillen, share the same town, the 
same streets, the same landscape, the same history and the same future. 
Reconciliation is not only about resolving conflict. It is also about recognising a re-
ality that already exists. 
In many ways, our task has been less about creating something new and more 
about helping to make visible a connectedness that was already there. People al-
ready lived alongside one another, worked alongside one another and cared about 
the future of the same community. The challenge was to recognise that shared re-
ality more clearly and to live accordingly. 
7. Peace Happens Intentionally 
At the heart of this work has been a belief that peace does not happen accidental-
ly. It is built intentionally through relationships. 
Peace grows when people meet, listen, cooperate and learn to trust one another. It 
grows when friendship becomes visible and when respect is practised rather than 
merely spoken about. 
 
 
 
Every generation inherits the benefits of peace, but every generation must also 
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Every generation inherits the benefits of peace, but every generation must also  
choose to sustain it. Peace remains a responsibility as well as a gift. 
8. The Ordinary Work of Reconciliation 
We have often found that the most important work of reconciliation happens not in 
major public moments, but in countless ordinary encounters. 
It happens when people attend one another's events, support one another in 
times of loss, celebrate together in times of joy and discover, sometimes to their 
surprise, how much they share in common. 
The larger events may attract attention, but they are sustained by thousands of 
quieter acts of goodwill that rarely make headlines. These everyday gestures of 
friendship and neighbourliness are the foundations upon which lasting peace is 
built. 
9. A Shared Humanity 
Underlying all of this is a conviction that our shared humanity is not something we 
create but something we receive. Before we belong to different traditions, commu-
nities or identities, we belong to God and therefore have responsibilities towards 
one another. That belief has shaped our approach from the beginning. It has en-
couraged us to see not simply what distinguishes us from one another, but also 
what connects us. 
10. A Future Built Together 
In this sense, the recurring act of crossing the street became more than a symbol-
ic gesture. It became a visible expression of a deeper truth: that we already be-
long to this place together and that our future will be built together. The challenge 
is not to create that reality, but to recognise it and live accordingly. If there is one 
lesson we have learned over the years, it is that peace is never a finished 
achievement. Each generation must choose it anew. Each community must nur-
ture it. Each of us has a part to play in strengthening the bonds of trust, friendship 
and understanding that make peace possible. 
11. Gratitude 
We are deeply grateful for all those people across Enniskillen and County Fer-
managh who have made this journey possible. 
Whatever contribution we may have made has only ever been possible because 
so many others have shared the same vision and commitment. Teachers and 
youth leaders, community groups and volunteers, church members and civic lead-
ers, neighbours and friendsðeach has played a part. 
The honour of any recognition belongs to them as much as it belongs to us. 
For ultimately, peace is not the achievement of a few people. It is the shared work 
of a community. 
And perhaps that is what "crossing the street" has always meant: recognising 
that, despite our differences, we belong to this place together, and that our future 
is one we must continue to build together. 
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As a church, we are delighted and proud to congratulate our 
Dean, The Very Rev Kenneth Hall, who has been appointed 
Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE), along with 
The Rt Rev Monsignor Peter O'Reilly, for services to recon-
ciliation and peace building in Enniskillen and County Fer-
managh.  
The Mothersô Union thought it only fitting, that we would 
mark the occasion with tea and cake, after Morning Prayer on Sunday 14th 
June. Jenifer Johnston (Mothers' Union Leader), also presented a bouquet to 
the Deanôs wife Stephanie, because as we all know, ôbehind every great man, 
is a 

Celebration of  Award to The Dean 
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Parochial Registers 

Fabric Fund    
Ã400 Donation from Mrs Alice Aiken. 
 

Ã75  Donation in memory of our parents, French and Laura Johnston. 
  From Barbara, Jim and Alan. 
 

Ã55  Donation in memory of Bob Loughlin, Nellie Woods and Audrey  
  Clarke. From Mr & Mrs Noel Cochrane. 
 

Organ and Choir Fund    
Ã50  Donation in appreciation of the Choir singing at the Ordination. 
  From Rev Sarah Maguire. 

Holy Baptism 
31st May ï  Sadie Louise Burleigh 
 

28th June ï  James Andrew Glen Mowat 
 

28th June ï  Eva Rose Mowat 
 

ñGo make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of  
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò  Matthew 28: 19 
 

Marriage 
17th June ï  Andrew Oliver Elliott & 
   Lynne Margaret Warrington 
 

26th June ï  Bethany Kayleigh Blair 
   Ryan James Moffitt 
 

27th June ï  Emma Noelle Johnston & 
   Patrick John McFadden 
 

òUnless the Lord builds the house,  

those who labour build in vainó  Psalm 127: 1 
 

Deaths 
11th June -  Caroline (Carol) Helen McCormick,  
   2 Rossorry Terrace, Enniskillen. 
 

17th June - Shirley-Ann Lyons 
   Old Post Way, Tamlaght. 
 

Burial of Ashes  

1st June -  John George Thompson, 
   Aughalurcher Road, Farrancurky, Lisnaskea. 
 

ñBlessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted.ò  Matthew 5: 4  
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Mr Sam Morrow OBE 
Mr Sam Morrow, retired as 
Honorary Secretary of the Se-
lect Vestry, at the Easter Gen-
eral Vestry, having given 37 
years to the role and 21 years 
previous to that, on the Select 
Vestry. A meal was arranged 
in Saddlers Restaurant on 1st 
June to honour Sam. Select 
Vestry members, their part-
ners and guests, attended as 
well as Samôs daughter and her 
family (pictured left).  

A delicious meal was enjoyed by all. Sam 
was given a plaque and holiday voucher and 
a rose, called óNostalgiaô for his garden. Ma-
rie was also presented with a bunch of flow-
ers. 
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Mr Sam Morrow OBE 


