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The Dean Writes:  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

We have had a remarkably busy year, resulting in a 
magnificent, restructured Cathedral Church. Over the 
summer months, it may be time to take a pause before 
we embark upon our Quadricentennial Celebrations, 
which will commence in September and carry through to our Flower Festival 
in May 2023. (Note: I said only a pause, for we must get reenergised for an 
early ‘kick off’ in September!) 
The summer is, for many, a moment to pause; it is a moment to take a break 
– a time, perhaps, to live in the present moment and to remember, as Eccle-
siastes 3:1 states, ‘there is a time for everything, and a season for every activi-
ty under heaven.’ These words remind us that it is God who has appointed 
the times, seasons, and events in our lives. Of course, sometimes we may 
wonder about that; it is easy to doubt that God has it all together when we 
look at what is going on in the world around or where our own life has de-
scended into what may feel so often like chaos. However things may ap-
pear, God has always got everything under control and always has a pur-
pose in everything, even if we sometimes have a tough time understanding 
what that purpose might be. As the apostle Paul writes in his letter to the 
Christians in first century Rome: “And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his pur-
pose” (Romans 8: 28). The secret is, I think, to discover, accept, and appreci-
ate God’s perfect timing and to remember too, that we live in a world of 
change. The evidence of change is all around us. Spring becomes summer. 
Summer will give way to the autumn, and then autumn – in its turn – will give 
way to the winter. But, in all that change, we can still hold on to the  



Page 3                  

The Parish of Enniskillen 
Saint Macartin’s Cathedral 

Vol 112
 

knowledge that God is in control and that change can be a good thing in-
deed. After all, change helps us to learn and to adapt and to grow inside; 
change can stretch us and challenge us by causing us to grow through the ups 
and downs of life. Change can also keep us from getting bored. Are you the 
same person you were ten years ago, or five years ago, or even one year ago?  
The one constant, of course, is the one who is in control of everything. God 
does not change, and that means that we can count on him always to be with 
us and to do the right thing: ‘He has made everything suitable for its time; 
moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they can-
not find out what God has done from the beginning to the end’ (Ecclesiastes 3: 
11). God has set everything for its time, so take the time to enjoy yourself. Make 
the best of each event and of each season of change. Enjoy your family and 
your home, your health, and your holidays. Enjoy coming to church – yes, 
come to church and enjoy it! After all, God has made everything beautiful in 
his time and even in the painful things of life God is there. Sometimes all we can 
see is the middle of God’s work and not the end, but he knows the beginning 
from the end, and he is always with us. So, take some time this summer to enjoy 
the moment. Hold on, in trust, in every moment to God who is in control. Hold 
on to the one who loves us and who promises that as we trust in him, he will 
provide for all our needs. 
If you are fortunate enough to get away on holiday, that is good; but if not a 
few quiet days at home may be just as refreshing. God designed us to need 
rest at every level of life, from physical to emotional to spiritual. So, I do hope 
that you all have a pleasant and refreshing summer, whether at home or on 
holiday, and may you experience the love of God and be able to share that 
love with those whom you meet.  
 

Yours very sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Service of Holy 
Communion (30 
minutes).  We are 
encouraging pa-
rishioners  who 
may be in Ennis-
killen shopping 
on Thursday 

mornings, to drop in for this short ser-
vice – a mid-week pause and praise 
with God! 

Thursdays at 11.00am 
Since regular parish visiting from 
house to house will not be possible 
for some time yet, I would appeal to 
parishioners to let us 
know if they are unwell 
or know someone who is 
unwell. We can arrange 
some form of contact to 
be made depending on 
what restrictions are in 
place at that time.  

Parish Visiting 
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Parochial Registers 
 

Holy Baptism 
18th June –  Luke Bernard Kenneth Wilson 
 

18th June –  Archie James Atkinson 
 

26th June -  Noah Michael Garry Pawson  
 
 

“Go make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”   
Matthew 28: 19 
 

Marriage  
2nd June –  Nathan William Khan & Lisa Marie McHugh 
 

30th June –  Ian Kenneth Donnell & Nicole Ruth Brady 
 
 

“Unless the Lord builds the house,  
those who labour build in vain”  Psalm 127: 1 
 

Cremation 
9th June –  Rubina Winifred (Beanie) Rimmer, 
   23 Breandrum Park, Enniskillen. 
 
Burial of Ashes in the Garden of Remembrance 
1st June –  Peter Richard Thomas Mayes, 
                  Monalla Road, Ballinamallard. 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  Matthew 5: 4  

Donations in Lieu of Flowers 

The Church can benefit greatly from do-
nations made in lieu of flowers at the 
time of a death or the anniversary of a 
death.  Please keep this in mind, and we 
acknowledge with grateful thanks all 
who have contributed in this way in the 
past.  
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Parish Donations  
Organ Restoration Fund    
£1,575 Choral Scholars’ Concert 
 

£65   Donation from the Choirs of Mullaghbrack and Kilcluney Parishes. 
 

£500  Donation in loving memory of Elizabeth (Betty) McKendry  
              (anniversary 26th June) from her son Paul. 
 

Cathedral Roof Repair Fund  
£180 Donation in lieu of flowers in memory of Mrs Hazel Beatty. 
 

Redecoration Fund    

£500  Donation in memory of F James (Jimmy) Carson from his wife Joan. 
 

£50  Donation from Mr William & Mrs Margaret Burleigh. 
 

Webcam Fund 
£50   Anonymous donation. 
 

Flower Fund 
£50  Donation in memory of my mother and sister. From Mrs Pat Kells. 
 

Minibus Fund 
£60  Donation from the Knitwits Knitting Group. 
 

Fabric Fund 
£75   Donation in memory of our parents, Laura and French Johnston. 
  From Barbara, Jim and Alan. 
 

£10,000 Donation from the Estate of the late Mrs Dorothy Catherine Kerr. 
 

£150         Donation from The Good Companions Group (Killyman Parish). 

Do you have a Prayer book in your home? If not you 
should have! We are a Prayer Book church and the 
Prayer Book should not just be on those shelves at the 
back of the church for use on Sunday, but there 
should be a copy of a Prayer Book in every home. 
Everything in it is biblically based and it is a vital tool to 
everyday living, for daily prayer, and for nourishment 
and for enriching our daily walk with God. As you leaf 
through the Prayer Book you will find services and 
prayers for daily use, and for every situation and worry 
in life. It is a marvellous resource so use it. Copies are 
available from the Cathedral Office for £20.00 and 
would make an ideal gift! 
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

To mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, a special service 
of thanksgiving was held in the cathedral at 8.30pm on Thursday 2nd 
June. Pictured after the service are Nathan Clyde, Churchwarden; An-
drew McCabe, Verger; Rt Rev Dr Ian Ellis, Bishop; Rev Chris West, Curate; 
Monsignor Peter O’Reilly, St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church; Scott El-
liott, Parish Reader and Alanna Williamson, Churchwarden. 
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

The Dean, Monsignor 
Peter O’Reilly, and Ms 
Catherine Robinson, 
President of Rotary, 
light the beacon at 
the Castle, Thursday 
2nd June. 
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Pictures below, left and overleaf are from 
the service of Thanksgiving and Civic Pa-
rade which took place on Sunday 5th June 
at 11.00am. 
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
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Cathedral Restoration 

Choir stall lights 
The choir stall lights have come in for great praise. They have not only en-
hanced the lighting for the choir members but have uplifted the appear-
ance of the chancel and choir stalls. The choir stalls were first improved by 
fitting a higher level book rest (shelf). This made the reading of music much 
easier for choir members. The final phase of improvement was the fitting of 
the lights.  
When the decision was made to fit the lights, it was not found possible to 
source suitable ‘off the shelf’ lights either locally or on the internet. A discus-
sion with Mr Warren Cooper of the Light Gallery led to the idea that lights 
could be fabricated using local expertise. Mr Cooper suggested that the 
bodies of the lights could be of wood to which the electrical fittings could 
be added. This led to an approach to Mr Bruce Switzer from Kesh, a retired 
UTV lighting supervisor, who took up wood turning as a project in retirement. 
Mr Switzer runs his wood turning hobby under the title ‘WOOD 4 YEW’. 
The new book rests and the bodies for the lights are of oak which matches 
the oak in the stalls. Unless informed otherwise, it would be assumed that 
these additions were part of the original choir stalls.  Continued overleaf 




