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Joy to the world, the Lord is come  

Let Earth receive her King  

Let every heart prepare Him room  

And Heaven and nature sing.õ 
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The Dean Writes :  

 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

The word that best describes Advent and the approach 

of Christmas is ôexpectationõ. I suspect, however, that for 

many people the feeling that this season causes is anxie-

ty. Life never seems to get simpler. As the festive season comes into focus, 

the temptation is for some people to sense a new anxiety, which we may de-

scribe as the fear of having so much to do and so little time in which to do it.  

Our society is riddled with anxiety. From the young child at school made anx-

ious by social media -fuelled expectations, to parents anxious not to let down 

their children as the list of Christmas gifts grows and affordability is out of 

range. For many people with the rising costs of food, heat and light, luxuries 

seem a thing of the past. On top of that many senior citizens can feel the 

anxiety of loneliness.  

The above does not create a great atmosphere to wish someone ôA Happy 

Christmasõ. However, Mary and Joseph must have been anxious about how 

to explain to family, friends and neighbours the mystery of the coming birth of 

their child, who was the incarnate Son of God. Their anxieties must have in-

tensified when they realised that they would need to be away from home at 

the time of the birth of their baby. Going through the birth in a stable, away 

from family and friends must have been worrying, frightening even, for an in-

credibly young mother and her husband (who was not the childõs father). 

The anxiety of Mary and Joseph was dispelled wonderfully by the birth of Je-

sus. They witnessed the heavens rejoice. They saw their child worshipped by 

people of high and low rank. They remembered what the angel had told  
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them, and they realised with joy and wonder that the arrival of their most holy 

child changed everything for them and for the entire world.  

As we approach Christmas, that same child now the Risen, Ascended Jesus 

can change our world too. His presence and His peace are the best cure to 

anxiety. Jesus said, " Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you restó (Matthew 11:28) 

As we enter the year 2023, I pray that the spirit of Christmas continues to linger 

in our hearts. The reminder of Christõs coming, His abiding presence with us and 

the love, joy and hope our Saviour brings are tremendous gifts for our troubled 

world. The new year provides the opportunities for us to turn a new page in our 

lives. We remember and give thanks for the blessings of the past year, despite 

the challenges, adversities and uncertainties that we continue to endure. 

Thank God for Christmas, renewing our confidence that God sent his Son, our 

Saviour to bring new light and life to our world.  

The new year gives us the chance to look forward in hope. It also presents us 

with a fresh start, new perspectives and new opportunities as well. As a Cathe-

dral Parish we look forward to the coming months when we complete our 

Quadricentennial Celebrations (see page 16).  

Plans are underway for us all to journey together to worship, pray, listen, cele-

brate, enjoy, live out our Christian lives. Let us be bearers of joy and hope dur-

ing these challenging times and to generously share that joy and hope with 

others.  

There will also be an opportunity to share love, joy and hope with those in need 

on 22nd December. On that day I will take part in a ôSit Outõ at the front of the 

Cathedral to raise money (see page 24. Over these past few years we have 

been ôbuilding focusedõ - now let us be ôpeople focused. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come  

Let Earth receive her King  

Let every heart prepare Him room  

And Heaven and nature sing.  
 

Wishing you every blessing this Christmas and in 2023.  
 

Yours very sincerely,  

Renewal of Car Park Fobs  
We wish to remind parishioners who use the car park that their fobs need to 

be renewed now. Fobs cost £25 per year. Thank you to those who have al-

ready renewed and for using the car park responsibly.  



The Parish of Enniskillen  

Saint Macartinõs Cathedral 
Page 4  Vol 116

Parochial Registers  
Holy Baptism  
30th October ð   Aria McCartney  
 

òGo make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ó  Matthew 28: 19  

 

Marriage  

26th November ð  Marie -Claire Holmes and  

                                  Adrian Daniel McCaughey  
 

òUnless the Lord builds the house,  

those who labour build in vainó  Psalm 127: 1 

 

Burial  

19th November -  Cecil Carson MBE,  

     17 Benaughlin Park, Enniskillen.  
 

òBlessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.ó  

Matthew 5: 4   

Harvest Services  
Thank you to those parishioners and friends who attended the recent Harvest 

Services.  The total Harvest Offerings were £7,560.  

Remembering Loved Ones  
A service to remember loved ones took place on 6th November. This service 

was very emotional for many but hopefully warm 

and comforting as the Dean read out the names of 

299 funerals he had conducted over twelve years 

and also another 37 whose relatives had asked to 

be included. A time of silence was kept to remem-

ber other unnamed loved ones. A very large crowd 

attended. Pictured is the flower arrangement made 

by Mrs Sabrina McCabe incorporating a candle 

which was lit in remembrance of all. We thank 

those who donated to the Graveyard Wall/Garden 

of Remembrance Fund on the night, totalling 

£699.20 

The service can be viewed on the Cathedral web-

site at www.enniskillencathedral.com.  
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Parish Donations  
Graveyard Wall Fund  
£100  Donation from Mrs Eva Wallace, in memory of her husband William.  
 

£40  Donation from Mrs Irene Vaughan.  
 

£700  Donation from The Regimental Association of the Ulster Defence  

  Regiment CGC, Enniskillen Branch.  
 

£200 Donation from Mr Raymond & Mrs Irene Woods in memory of their parents.  
 

Organ Restoration Fund     
£40  Donation from Mr John Elliott.  
 

£30  Donation from Mrs Elizabeth Cochrane.  
 

£20  Anonymous donation.  
 

£4,970 Anonymous donation.  
 

£100   Donation from Miss Irene Knox.  
 

£100 Donation from the Elliott family (Brackvede).  
 

£200 Donation from Mr Albert & Mrs Ann Moore (Antrim).  
 

£50  Donation from Mrs Dorothy Pendry.  
 

£200 Donation in loving memory of Bertie Elliott.  

  from Joan Elliott, Keith and Claire.  
 

£250 Donation from Mr Noel & Mrs Anna Cochrane (Tempo).  
 

Flower Fund  
£100 Donation in memory of my parents, Winnie and Basil Rogers.  

  From Lyn, Joe and families.   
 

Fabric Fund     
£835 Donation in lieu of flowers in memory of the late Mrs Yodie Morrison.  
 

Choral Scholarship Fund     

£500 Anonymous donation.  
 

£630 Anonymous donation.  
 

£350  Anonymous donation.  
 

Supper at Six  
£200 Donation from Dr Willie Holmes.  
 

£20  Donation from Mr George McKenzie.  
 

Webcam Fund  
£50   Anonymous donation.  
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Christmas Services  
Sunday 11th December 11.00am ð Nativity Service  

Bring a gift unwrapped or wrapped and labelled boy or girl with age group.  

A special visitor may appear at the end of the service ð I wonder who?  
 

Tuesday 13th December 7.00 -pm ð Christmas Dinner & Party for 60+  

             (by special requests entertainment by the Cathedral Choir)  
 

Sunday 18th December 11.00am ð Carol Service  
 

Tuesday 20th December ð Enniskillen Royal Grammar School Carol Service  

(ticket only ð contact the school)  
 

Saturday 24 th December 9.00pm ð Christmas Eve Service  

Celebrant ð The Bishop of Clogher  
 

Sunday 25 th December 9.00am Christmas Day Service  

Celebrant ð The Dean (Holy Communion One)  
 

10.30am Christmas Family Service (Holy Communion Two)  

Young people are asked to bring a toy with them to church  

for the Deanõs walk around! 

Home Holy Communions for Christmas  
During the weeks before Christmas the Clergy will be cele-

brating Holy Communion with those who are unable to at-

tend the Cathedral.  If you, or someone known to you, 

would like to receive such a visit then please contact the 

Cathedral Office.                   

               SANDS NI Carol Service  
SANDS NI support people who experience the tragedy of 

stillbirth or the death of an infant in the first weeks of life.  SANDS is organis-

ing an ecumenical Christmas Carol Service for those who have been af-

fected by the loss of a baby, in St Macartinõs Cathedral, Enniskillen, on Fri-

day 15th December at 7.00pm.  This will be a gentle, hope -filled service of 

carols, readings and prayers.  

Those attending are asked to bring a gift -

wrapped toy appropriate to the age that the 

child they lost would be today. These gifts will 

be placed under the Christmas tree and do-

nated to local charities.   

Tea and light refreshments will be served after 

the service.   
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Letter from the Treasurer  
Dear Parishioners,  
 

We are nearing the end of 2022 which has been a challenging year for all of us as 

we have coped with the effects of the pandemic. In St Macartinõs we have had 

the additional financial challenges of our work on the Cathedral, the organ and 

the grounds. As Treasurer, I want to say how much I admire the way in which so 

many parishioners have risen to these challenges, the result of which is the magnif-

icent premises we now have. Without your support and ded ic a tion this work c ould  

not have been completed, so please accept my thanks and those of the Dean, 

the Curate and Select Vestry.  

Unfortunately, we are now faced with a serious world -wide economic crisis which 

is affecting everyone. The cost of living is escalating and we are having to man-

age with increased prices for essentials such as food and fuel. The money we paid 

in the supermarket last week doesnõt meet the bill there this week. Obviously some 

people are more affected than others, and we think especially of the elderly, 

those who are ill or disabled and those on low incomes.  

We have a responsibility to bear each otherõs burdens ð the Bible teaches us to do 

this -  and this Parish has two initiatives which we hope will help.  The first is ôSupper 

at Sixõ which provides a meal in the Main Hall on the last Thursday of each month.  

This is absolutely free and we would love to see more people avail of it.  There is a 

generous fund which can meet the costs of the meals. In our second initiative, the 

Hilliard Room is heated and left open each Tuesday afternoon where we can 

meet together, read the newspapers provided and enjoy tea or coffee and bis-

cuits.  This facility is being under -used so please come along, bring a friend, and 

save your own heat.  If you have other ideas of ways in which the Parish might 

help, please let us know!  

There are other sources of help available from the Church of Ireland through the 

Clogher Diocesan Social Fund. This Fund provides grants for families and also helps 

children who are in full -time education and who have lost a parent.  The Dean 

would provide further information.  

The present economic situation may impact on Parish income in the future.  This is 

understandable but, as far as possible, we hope that parishioners will prioritise their 

church offerings.  Every family is receiving a new set of yellow 2023 envelopes with 

this magazine.  A letter also is enclosed stating the amount contributed as Free Will 

Offering, as Harvest Offering and as contributions to other church funds up to, and 

including, 31 October 2022.  I would encourage you to use your FWO envelopes 

instead of putting cash in the collection baskets.  By doing so, the church may be 

able to claim an additional 25% as Gift Aid and your giving to the church would 

be increased at no additional expense to yourselves.  

Thank you for your co -operation and your continued support for the Parish.  

Mrs Hope Kerr   

Honorary Treasurer  
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Visit of Worldwide President to Enniskillen  

A unique event took 

place in St Macartins 

Cathedral, Enniskillen, on 

Sunday, 6th November 

during Morning Service. 

It marked the visits of the 

Mothersõ Union World-

wide President, Mrs Sher-

an Harper, who lives in 

Gugana and the All -

Ireland President, Mrs 

June Butler, to our Dio-

cese. The service includ-

ed the Commissioning of 

Mrs Heather Ellis as Clog-

her Diocesan President and as an All -

Ireland Trustee, and Mrs Debbie Da-

vidson as Diocesan President of Ar-

magh and an All -Ireland Trustee. In the 

absence of the Bishop (due to a family 

bereavement), the Dean conducted 

the service and celebrated Holy Com-

munion. A delicious lunch was served 

in the Cathedral Hall after the service.  

Mrs Sheran Harper  Mrs Heather Ellis  

The Commissioning 

of Mrs Heather Ellis 

and Mrs Debbie Da-

vidson.  

Churchwarden, Nathan Clyde; Verger 

Andrew McCabe; Mrs June Butler; The 

Dean; Mrs Jenifer Johnston; Mrs Sheran 

Harper, Mrs Heather Ellis and Church-

warden Mrs Audrey Williamson.  
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Mothersõ Union 

St Macartinõs Mothersõ Union had their 

monthly meeting on 14th November  

with a very good attendance in the 

Eniskeene Room. The Dean opened the 

meeting with a warm welcome and 

prayers. Our guest speaker was Linda 

Johnston who spoke on decluttering, or-

ganising, and recycling, an interesting 

and informative talk with good interac-

tion from the members.   The Branch 

Leader, Jenifer Johnston, closed the 

meeting with The Mothersõ Union Prayer. 

The Christmas outing is on Tuesday 6th 

December to The Horseshoe & Saddlers 

Restaurant.   Our next meeting is a ser-

vice of Holy Communion and AGM   on 

Monday 9th January 2023. Wishing all 

our members and friends a happy and 

peaceful Christmas 2022.  

St Macartinõs Mothersõ Union members pic-

tured with the Dean, Mrs Sheran Harper, 

Mrs June Butler and Mrs Iris Suitor.  

Linda Johnston is pictured with 

Secretary, Sally Masterson;  

Branch Leader, Jenifer Johnston 

and Treasurer Maud Shaw.  
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Cathedral Youth  

Xplore Outing  
Our young people enjoyed a night of fun and food on 

a trip to 9th Avenue Bowling Alley and restaurant.  The 

Dean, Andy, and the Churchwardens, Nathan and 

Alana had great craic too!      
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Remembrance Day  

A Remembrance Service 

took place on Sunday 13th 

November. Among the digni-

taries attending were 

The Secretary of State, The Rt 

Hon Chris Heaton Harris MP,  

An Taoiseach, Mr Micheál 

Martin TD, Mr Chris Rendo, 

Pol/Econ Officer, representing 

the American Government  

and Mr Jerome Mullen, Hon-

orary Consul of the Republic 

of  Poland. Mr John Jones, 

Chairman Royal British Legion, 

Enniskillen Branch, read the 

first lesson. The Rt Hon Vis-

count Brookeborough, KG, 

KStJ read the second lesson 

and  The Rt Rev Monsignor 

Peter OõReilly PP, VG read the 

third lesson. The Prayers were 

led by the representatives 

from the UK, Irish, American 

and Polish Governments.  The 

Bishop, Rt Rev Dr Ian W Ellis,  

was the preacher.  


