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The Dean Writes:;

Dear Parishioners,

This year, Christmas is going to be a busier celebra-
tion than last year, but probably not yet back to the
normal fuss we usually make each December. The
streets will be crowded, but shops may struggle with
supplies. Parties will take place, but many people will feel reluctant to join in.
Family gatherings are allowed again, but the vulnerable may hesitate.

Christmas services will be held, but as yet singers will still have to wear face cov-
erings. A Christmas without many carols!

Many will struggle to hold their Ouswual o
us. This may be the very opportunity to rekindle or deepen our faith in what re-

ally matters about Christmas.  Away from the crowds, perhaps completely

alone this Christmas, we may sit quietly and allow our heavenly Father to draw

near to us. We may picture Mary inviting us to gaze with her at her Son, born to

save us from our sins. In the silence of our imagination, we may join the chorus

of angels announcing His birth to the shepherds:

0Glory to God in the highest |
and on earth peace to those on who

It was that chorus which inspired an American Minister, Rev. Edmund Hamilton

Sears, to write the Christmas Hymn, ©O1°1t
164). The Rev Sears, troubled by the worl do
the Christmas message, was himself recovering from a breakdown. Written in

1849, his words have a timeless ring about them:
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel -strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
and warring humankind hears not

the words of peace they bring;
Oh, hush the noise of human strife,
to hear the angels sing.

This year many may feel anything but peace amid the anxiety over our current
circumstances. However, trusting in the P
peace amid the huge uncertainties we face.

There are many opportunities for you to attend church or watch us online at en-
niskillencathedral.com during Advent and Christmas and truly worship our Heav-
enly King. As you draw close to Him may you experience that true heavenly joy!
Let His grace and forgiveness give you hope. Let His mercy bring you joy.

Wishing you every blessing, ' & Wres
\

May the light of Christmas lead you,
the hope and joy surround you,
the precious love that Christ gives,

forever be around you.
Kenny Chris Andy :

The Dean The Curate Deands Ve ra e§

Scott Sue Bet h '

Parish Rt Parish Secretary
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Parochial Registers

Holy Baptism
28th November - Abigail Stacey Beattie

0Go make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father and of the So Matthewd8:18 f

Burial
2nd November - Eunice Mary Surphlis,
Meadow View Care Home,
formerly 4 Crest Road, Enniskillen.
4th November - Margaret (Meta) Lewers,

12A Killyvilly, Enniskillen.

OBl essed are those who mour n,
for they shall MaghewS5o mf orted. o

%’ ; Donations in Lieu of Flowers
&2

The Church can benefit greatly from do-
o procinory nations made in lieu of flowers at the time
*‘ > A % ., of adeath or the anniversary of a death.
A \% Please keep this in mind, and we
, acknowledge with grateful thanks all who
have contributed in this way in the past.

The Harvest Appeal
We would also like to say a sincere thank you to all who so generously con-
tributed to our Harvest Appeal for the Cathedral Roof Fund. The Harvest Ap-
peal brought in £9,678.08 - a truly magnificent figure. Thank you once again.
The Dean & The Treasurer

Renewal of Car Park Fobs
We wish to remind parishioners who use the car park that their fobs need to
be renewed now. Fobs cost £25 per year. Thank you for using the car park
responsibly.
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Parish Donations
Cathedral Roof Repair Fund

Personal Donations:

£1,000 Donation from Mr John & Mrs Margaret Owens.

£50 Anonymous donation in memory of Mr Willie Wallace.
£200  Anonymous donation in memory of our parents.
£1,000 Donation from Mr Roy & Mrs Joyce Kempton.

£85 Donation from Mrs Mary McClaughlin.

£200 Donation in memory of my parents Iris and Mervyn and brothers Denzil
and Malcolm. From Harry, Marie and the Breen family.
£20 Anonymous donation.

£200  Donation in memory of Elizabeth & Thomas Woods. From their daughter
Kathleen Gibson.
£100 Donation from Mrs Kathleen Sloan

£100 Donation from Mr & Mrs H Mannix in memory of Shirley Rowland

£200 Donation from Mr & Mrs R Cochrane in appreciation of services
provided on their wedding day.
£100 Donation in memory of Eunice Surphlis from her family.

£200  Anonymous donation.

From Parish Organisations:
£500 Donation from St Macartinds Cathedr a
£310 Donation from Knitwits Knitting Group.

From Local Organisations:
£50 Donation from RBP 36.

Organ Restoration Fund

£500 Donation from Mr Alan Devers.

£1,000 Anonymous donation.

£1000 Donation in memory of Mrs Betty McKendry (on her birthday
23rd November) from her son Paul.

Webcam Fund

£50 Anonymous donation.

Amount received in Yellow Envelopes - to date £72,975.50
(These names will appear in the Financial Report or remain anonymous if
already requested). Thank you to all who are contributing.

Target amount for Yellow Envelopes & Lump Sum Donations £300,000.

Amount received for Slate Tickets - to date £62,820
Target amount for Slate Tickets £100,000.
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Letter from The Curate
Grace and peace to you,

A few words of introduction and thanks, as | begin serv-

ing alongside you as your Curate Assistant: thank you to
those who have invested so much of themselves into
getting the Curatage ready for me o | feel incredibly
privileged; to those who made my transition to St Mac-
artinds Cathedral possi Bliwdl,
be forever grateful; to the Dean, the members of the

Select Vestry, and their families for their kindness and
generosity 9| look forward to serving alongside you; and

to all those | have already encountered d the warmth of |
your welcome has been greatly appreciated. It is good . —
to be with you, and | look forward to getting to know you all better d however

that might be possible 9 in the coming days.

There are moments of crisis, such as those we have all been experiencing over

the past year, when sometimes a part of the Scriptures, of a hymn, of the litur-

gy, or of someoned6s writings, seems to si
powerfully than we have ever known it to in the past. The writings of Julian of

Norwich have always appealed to me at times of struggle. She wrote out of

times of great challenge & times too when there was disease spreading

throughout the land.

Yet, her most famous I|Iine is this: OAI Il ¢
manner of things shall be well .6 There i :
that all manner of things shall be well. | am sure she said that through gritted

teeth. Julian knew that, in the end, all would be well; but she also knew, all too

well, the harsh realities of life @ that letting go is a painful experience for any-

one. Letting go is painful; but sometimes it is necessary.

We, like Julian of Norwich, have been challenged in recent times to let go. We

have had to let go of the immediacy of many of our relationships. Many of us

have been starved of the beauty of touch, of being able to embrace loved

ones. This has been painful. Some have known Good Friday in ways no one

should. But perhaps, like Julian, we have also learned something about the

breadth and | ength and height and depth
traordinary acts of love come from unexpected places, and unexpected

people too.

Although writing during such difficult & and out of such challenging personal o)

circumstances, she draws all her writings to a close by saying that there really
are only three things we must always hold onto: God made us; God loves us;

God sustains us. These three thinis are at the centre of this season in the
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Letter from The Curate

Churchodos calendar: Advent draw us from th
world around us to the mystery which unfolded in Bethlehem 0 a mystery of
love. The opening verse of one of my favourite carols ( Church Hymnal , 170)
puts it better than | ever could: oOLove c
Love divine; Love was born at Chri st mas,

The pandemic has made us all re  -evaluate the things we hold dear; but we

would do well to hold onto these three things, like Julian of Norwich, even as

we must let go of other things, as she did. Those words have brought me, and

many others, a great deal of comfort in these difficult times. May they also

bring you comfort, in whatever circumstances you find yourself. | look forward

to growing deeper in our knowledge of God
days.

God made you; God loves you; God sustains you.

With all good wishes for a meaningful Advent, joyful Christmas, and peaceful

New Year,

The Rev Chris West is presented with his license by the Bishop of Clogher after
reading the declarations confirming his transfer from the Diocese of Dublin to the
Diocese of Clogher on obtaining the position of Curate Assistant in the Parish of
Enniskillen. Witnessing the reading of the declarations are the Diocesan Registrar,
Rev John McClenaghan, the Dean, Churchwardens Mrs Linda Kingston & Mrs
Audrey Williamson and the Dean's Verger, Mr Andy McCabe.
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Christmas Services

This year again, we are going to miss out big time on many activities o the
senior citizenso dinner, the childrenos
family service with 1 tds moments of madn

be no Home Holy Communions due to the fact that those who are house
bound are more vulnerable to infection. Those senior citizens, who are more
mobile and who are already out and about may wish to attend any of the
Thursday Holy Communion Services at 11.00am. The numbers at these ser-
vices are less and people feel very safe with good social distancing. Here is
what we plan to do although a change in restrictions may dictate other-
wise!

Carol Service

Sunday 19th December 11.00am

Christmas Services

Thursday 23rd December - NO SERVICE

Friday 24th December

11.00am - (Christmas Communion on Christmas Eve)

9.00pm - (Christmas Communion on Christmas Eve)

Please note the change of time to two hours earlier to allow time for a
deep clean.

Saturday 25th December

9.00am - Christmas Holy Communion Service in the Side Chapel
10.30am - Christmas Holy Communion Service

No gifts or sweets given out due to restrictions.

Sunday 26th December

9.00am - Holy Communion

11.00am - Short Form of Morning Prayer

Thursday 30th December - NO SERVICE

Sunday 2nd January

9.00am 6 Holy Communion

11.00am - Holy Communion

The Carol Service, the Christmas Eve and the Christmas Day Services will be
streamed - enniskillencathedral.com.

Thursday 6th January (The Epiphany) - 11.00am - Holy Communion
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Letter From The Treasurer
Dear Parishioners

2021 has been a challenging year for all of us. We have
had to cope with the effects of Covid 19, many have
not been well, and we have had less contact with our
friends and family. Funding the re -roofing of the Cathe-
dral and restoration of some of the stonework have
been major challenges for us as parishioners. As Treasur-
er, | want to say how much | admire those of you who have faithfully contribut-

ed donations, regularly used your yellow envelopes, and sold slate tickets.

Without you the roof project could not be completed so please accept my

thanks and those of the Dean and Select Vestry. Sadly, there are still some pa-
rishioners who have not shared the responsibility of the roof project. Hopefully

you will re -consider 0 there is still time to contribute whatever you can afford.

The end of the churchodos financial year |
the annual accounts are prepared and audited. For this reason, | am asking

all parishioners to return all their white and yellow 2021 envelopes as well as

their slate tickets by that date. Any amounts received after December 31,

2021 will be added to the 2022 accounts.

Perhaps some parishioners may have fallen behind in their Freewill Offerings,

so this letter should serve as a reminder, and an opportunity to make up the

shortfall. | urge everyone to do so before the end of December.

Every family is receiving a new set of pink 2022 envelopes with this magazine.

A letter also is enclosed stating the amount contributed by each family as Free

Will Offering, as Harvest Offering, as donations to the roof project, and as con-
tributions to other church funds up to, and including, 31 October 2021.

| would encourage you to use your FWO envelopes instead of putting cash in

the collection baskets. By doing so, the church may be able to claim an addi-

tional 25% as Gift Aid and your giving to the church would be increased at no

additional expense to yourselves. Your offerings will remain anonymous in the

Annual Report if that is your wish.

| strongly recommend using Standing Orders for your Freewill Offerings. You
simply inform your bank of the amount you wish to contribute and whether

you wish to pay on an annual or monthly
are available in the cathedral office - give those details to your bank and it

will look after the payments for you.

Thank you for your co -operation and your continued support for the parish.

Hope Kerr
Honorary Treasurer
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Cathedral Restoration Project

Work progresses steadily with the restoration. The high roof is complete.
Work is also complete on the lower roof on the south side. The work had to
be progressed in stages. First of all the roof was stripped of slates and these
had to be carefully lowered to the ground and then transported for stor-

age. The old laths and felt were then removed. Decayed timber was re-
placed and then new felt and laths were fitted. The next stage was the re-
placement of the copper tapered gutter between the lower roof and the

wall supporting
the high roof.
The copper gut-
ter between the
south facing roof
surface and the
parapet was al-
so replaced us-
ing lead.

In order to cope
with the possibil-
ity of increasing
intensity of rain-
fall, the new
lead gutters
were laid so that
there would be
three outfalls ra-
ther than two, as
previously.  This
involved the fab-
rication of lead
sumps in the gut-
ters from which
the rainwater is

discharged o~

through the roof |EERLCEVIAEIS
space to the ed and lathed
downpipes  on south lower
the outside wall roof.

of the cathedral.
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Cathedral Restoration Project

Lead sump being'fab- Previously, rainwater was discharged
ricated by Mr Gerald from the internal gutter by way of an
Wilson in the Deanery [SSL channel through the roof
rage. RAYS to the outside and this provid-
ﬁ ed easy access for jackdaws. The use
of a pipe, rather than an open chan-
{ nel, should prevent access for these
birds.

The North Roof

Work is well advanced on the
lower roof to the north side.
The rafters, where they were in
contact with the north wall,
had decayed and required
replacement. The intention
was that the lower roofs would
be re -slated with the best of
the salvage slates taken from
all the roofs. However, it has
been found that there are not
enough good quality slates to
cover both low level roofs.
Therefore, a substantial num-
ber of new slates will be re-
quired to enable there -
roofing to be completed to a
high standard.
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Cathedral Restoration Project

One of many slates
that canodt

Pictured after one of many

site meetings are Noel

Johnston, Glebewarden,

The Dean, Harold Graham,

Contractor, and Chris

McCollum, Conservation
Specialist.

The rafters on the
north side of roof
showed signs of de-
cay, especially those

end pieces in contact

with the wall.
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Cathedral Restoration Project

The new rafters being cut to Work on the east window has
shape by Mark McMahon been completed. The weath-
Craig Thompson looks on. er damaged stonework has

been repaired, the stained
glass has been cleaned and
new secondary glazing has
been fitted. When secondary
glazing was being fitted on
the south face of the cathe-

some of the stonework was
loose. The central stone mulli-
on of this window was se-
d cured in position.

. \
\ | \

A restored and freshly painted high
level window. Plaster work on the

Dermot Ferris pointing out the hégh level W'ndiS feﬁwrgd repair,
loose mullion. ue to age and weather damage.




